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Hello, everyone! On behalf of the Executive
Committee, I extend a warm welcome to you at
our 23rd annual conference.

As I write my last President’s Column, I am cel-
ebrating Holy Saturday, the vigil before Easter:
in my tradition a seemingly quiet day (on the
surface) with, depending upon how the diver-
gent stories are told (a day of rest for the dead
and for the mourners who are still reeling from
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to finish the burial rituals; or a day of the har-
rowing of hell, where the doors of the under-
world are broken and the dead are liberated),
opportunities for contemplation and for action.
It’s a day where I can more easily reflect that in
our secular world too, behind the quiet, there is
so much going on behind the scenes, so much
activity in this time of preparation.

It’s also a day to reflect on the sorrow of loss:
of the death of former South Asian Review
Editor-in-Chief, our Kamal D. Verma, mentor
to so many, a gracious and gentle spirit. Read-
ing others’ recollections of him, I was amazed
at how many new writers he patiently guided
through the process toward publication—I had
thought that I was the only one with whom he
had labored so long!—and I will remember not
only his scholarly brilliance, but his soft, leisure-
ly prosody of speech that made a listener slow
down and reflect. He was kind to all, and I never
heard him speak harshly or backbite. May he
rest in deep peace, and may his inspiration rest
with all of us who had the privilege to know him
and learn from him.



And may we do him honor in our work together now. Over the past year, our team has been getting
ready for this conference. Co-Chairs Nidhi Shrivastava, Ruma Sinha, and Billie Guarino have put
together an incredible program: Ethics of Representation, Forms of Resistance, and Narratives of
Discomfort. Because of continuing logistic difficulties, including insurmountable visa delays, spiral-
ing costs, departmental travel funding cutbacks—you name it, we’ve still got it—we have gone virtual
again this year, as we will also need to do in our upcoming conference on 18-19 January 2025. We
haven’t given up hope about 2026, and I am confident that SALA will seek out creative solutions to
the problem of venue. In 2025, we are planning an in-person reception at the MLA in New Orleans for
SALA and SALA-curious folks, upon which I plan to work. For it’s been too long. Still, on the bright
side, our online venue makes possible the participation of so many international colleagues: and as
with last year, this year’s conference format is wonderfully accessible.

SALA’s intrepid crew of officers: Vice President Sukanya Gupta, Secretary Meghan Gorman-DaR-
if, and Treasurer Moumin Quazi, labor quietly and prodigiously. Nalini Iyer and Robin Field, Edi-
tor-in-Chief and Managing Editor of South Asian Review, have continued to keep our journal run-
ning smoothly—along with recent and upcoming guest editors. Secretary Meghan Gorman-DaRif
has done a brilliant and dedicated job as editor of salaam, assisted by Zachary Bordas, and soon by
Nidhi Shrivastava—and web manager Ani Mukhopadhyay continues to handle the complex logistics
not only of the web, but of connectivity and transparency in our election process. Past President John
Hawley, along with everyone else, continues to be of wise counsel, and he received the applications
and checked qualifications for all who sought to run for positions as President, Vice President, and
Secretary and on the Executive Committee. My profound appreciation goes to each member of our
Executive Committee, as we have continued to harmonize and to model respect and frankness in our
dealings with each other. When you get a chance, please thank everyone for all that they have done,
both in plain sight and behind the scenes.

But this is my chance to thank all of these persons (and more) for helping me learn how to president:
when I first took office, I wondered how in the world I could live up to others’ confidence. But quickly
I learned that the way to do so was to listen, to work to build consensus, to believe in our shared vision
of inclusivity, and finally to get over my diffidence and speak out when necessary “for the good of the
order.” After all, I had not one, but two past presidents with me: John Hawley and Moumin Quazi,
whose visions and experience I admired and who gave great advice. In my time as President, we had a
chance to bring SALA into the next generation, and we took it. I am so proud of everyone with whom
I've worked, everyone whom I've tried to serve. What continues to impress me most is that no matter
our ranks in SALA or in academia, we still come together as equals. As I said last year, and as I still
maintain, there are no VIPs (unless you count all of us). If we keep that attitude, we will do well. We
have been through, and continue to go through, a great deal together, and we welcome those who are
about to join us.

This year, our keynote speaker, and recipient of SALA’s Award for Distinguished Achievement in
Scholarship to the field of South Asian Studies, will be Thenmozhi Soundararajan, a Dalit civil rights
scholar-activist-artist, who has worked relentlessly to redress and make visible the persistence of caste
and gender violence both in India and the US. She is the founder and Executive Director of Equali-
ty Labs, “an Ambedkarite South Asian power-building organization that uses community research,
political base-building, culture-shifting art, advocacy, and digital security to end caste apartheid,
gender-based violence, Islamophobia, and religious intolerance.” Our conference co-chairs not only
secured her as keynote speaker, but they provided compelling reasons to nominate her as our Distin-
guished Scholar. And these co-chairs, who have worked so diligently and harmoniously, are part of



the next generation of SALA.

SALA was represented well at the MLLA Convention in January 2024 in Philadelphia, with its Presi-
dential Theme Joy and Sorrow, in Philadelphia, where Nalini Iyer led Race and Caste in South Asian
Diasporic Writing, a collaborative panel along with MLA’s South Asian and South Asian Diasporic
Forum, and where John Hawley led the SALA-MLA guaranteed panel Beyond Diaspora and Division
in South Asia. We look forward to other SALA-MLA sessions in 2025: Umme Al-Wazedi will lead A
Path Forward: New Identity and Belonging in Bangladeshi Diasporic Literature, the collaborative
panel along with MLA’s South Asian and South Asian Diasporic Forum; and Nalini Iyer will lead Re-
sisting In(visibility): Violence, Trauma, and the Representation of Marginalized Voices as the guar-
anteed SALA panel at MLA.

We have also strengthened our connection with CEA, with which, as with MLA, we are an allied
organization. At their March 2024 conference in Atlanta, Ani Mukhopadhyay and Moumin Quazi co-
chaired the SALA-sponsored panel Transformational Professionalization: Strategies for Avoiding
the Pitfalls in the Academy, and SALA members’ participation was evident in panels on multicultural
and world literature, African American studies, and global studies. We look forward to even closer
involvement with CEA at their 2025 conference in Philadelphia.

A 501¢3 non-profit organization, SALA continues to be fiscally sound. Always keeping SALA’s fiscal
wellbeing as first priority, Treasurer Moumin Quazi has stayed the course and continued to wisely
and insightfully manage our accounts: having last year moved funds into a savings account that yields
higher interest. Our funds continue to grow safely and prodigiously.

Finally, at the end of my presidential service, I wish to thank everyone in our organization who has
continued to work for inclusiveness and who has striven to build solidarity embracing gender, eth-
nicity, nationality, generation, and official rank: this has been our most dramatic change in recent
years, as we have opened ourselves to that next generation, as well as making it easier for scholars
around the world to bring in their voices. To that end, some breaking news: I am particularly excited
about the possibility of a fraternal collaboration with AEEII (Spanish Association of Interdisciplinary
Studies on India), a group with which SALA has a lot in common, with whom scholars with common
interests can connect, share news and CFPs, submit papers to each other’s journals, and more. It will
be interesting to see where this goes.

As the Past President presumptive, I am looking forward to a glorious new phase of heartily support-
ing our soon-to-be elected President, as well as the newly elected Vice President and Secretary, our
continuing Treasurer, and everyone else. Am I sad to go? Absolutely. It was fun being President, espe-
cially in the past two years. But it will also be fun to share my perceptions with the new President, as
well as to do past-presidential things like supporting our electoral process. And embarking on a career
as SALA social butterfly, I look forward to January in New Orleans. But right now, I look forward to
spending time with all of you here. My final presidential mandate: have a splendid conference!

~~~Cynthia Leenerts
President, SALA
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Ethics of Representation, Forms of Resistance, and Narratives of
Discomfort
29rd Annual South Asian Literary Association (SALA) Online Conference
Saturday-Sunday, 6-7 April 2024

Virtual via Zoom
Join Zoom Meeting

hittps: f/sacredheart-

ecduroom.ns/)/g2zs502033800 7 pwid=NmdzTzRIRzhz2cTREkeGZD U EdV
NDNpUTog

Conference Co-chiairs

RBuma Sinha, Rider University
Billie Thoidingjam Guarino, Saint. Anselm College
Nidhi Shrivastava, Sacred Heart University

Conference Schedule

T:00 - g:00 pm EDT
G:o0-8:00 pm COT: 5:00-7:00 pm MDT; 4:00-6:00 pm PDT; Saturday, April 6, 4:30-6: 30 am, India

8:30 - g:00 am EDT
600 pm India, 8:30 pm Singapore, 4:30 pm UAE, 3:15 pm Finland
Conference Welcome: Cynthia Leenerts
Opening: Conference Co-chairs




9:15-10:45 am EDT
6:45 pm India, y:15 pm Singupore, 5:15 pm UAE, 3:15 pm Finland

FPanel 1 A Panel 1 B
Revisiting Arundhati Roy: Queer Identity, Violent Fictions and Sprectralized Dodies:
Suhalternity, and Form of Resistance Representing The Invisible and Unseen

11:00-12:30 am EDT
8:30 pm India, 11:00 pm Singapore, 7:00 pm UAE, 5:00 pm Finland

Workshop on Getting Published in South Asian Review

12:45 -2:00 pm EDT
1015 pm India, 12; 45 am Singapore, 6:.00 pm UAE, 6.45 pm Findand

z:00-2:45 EDT
11: 30 pm India, 2:00 am Singupore, 715 pm UAE, 800 pm Finland

2:45 pm-=4:15 pm EDT
12:15 pm India.2: 45 am Singapore, 8:00 pm UAE, 8:45 pm Finland

Panel 3 A Fanel 3 B




Aesthetics of Silence and Resistance in Partition Embodiments of Minority Identity and the
Marratives Ethics of Hepresentation

4:30-6:00 pm EDT
2:00 am India, 4:30 am Singupore, 12:30 pm UAE, 1v:30 pm Finland

Panel 4 A Panel 4 B
Interrogating Violence: Hindu Nationalism, Exploring Cinema: Gender, Violence, and
Terrorism, and Communalism Masculinity

(hosted hy Fachary Rordas)
hitpe: /sy room.us /6242460860 7omn=05 080254
6:o00-7:00 pm EDT
3:30 am India, 6;:00 am Singapore, 2;00 am UAE, 12;00 am Finland

8:30-10 am EDT
fi:on pm India, 8:30 pm Singapore, 4:30 pm [TAE, 3:15 pm Finland

Panel 5 A Panel 5 B
Diasporic Entanglements, Gender Justice, and 9,11, Islamophobia and the Kising Hate Against
Resislance Minorities

10:15-11:45 am EDT
7145 pm India, 1015 pm Singapore, 6:15 pm TAE, 4205 pm Finlond




Loom link: h: u-l.lusfglaﬁﬁi_j»ﬁ.:;m
12:00 pm -1:00 pm EDT
.50 pm India, 12:00 am Singapore, 8:00 pm UAE, 6:00 pm Finland

1:00 pm -2:00 pm EDT
10:30 pm India,1:00 am Singapore, g:00 pm UAE, 7200 pm Finland

2:00pm -3:30pm EDT
11:30 pim India,2: 00 am Singapore, 10:00 pim UAE, 8:00 pm Finland

Panel T A PaneclT B
Protest Narratives, Resilience, and the Politics of |  Graphic Subversions, Narrative Violence, and
Representation Multivocal Critique

3:45-5:00 pm EDT
1:15 am India, 3:45 am Singapore, 11:45 pm UAE, 945 pm Finland

Panel 8 A Pancl B B
Deconstructing I:lis.|:|=:r11'|I‘ul:nlﬁ'élc%1 Narratives, Tropes of Motherhood, Transnational Feminism,
Deviance, and Disobedience and Translating Resistance

5i5-6:15 pm EDT
a:45 am India, 5:15 am Singapore, 1:45 pm UAE, 11:15 pm Finland




SALA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

Friday, April 5. 5:00 - 7:00 pm EDT

G:00-8:00 pm COT; 5:00-7:00 pm MDT, 4:00-0:00 pm PDT; Saturday, April 6,
4:q0-6: 30 aim, India

KEYNOTE ADDRESS

Saturday. April 6, 12:45 -2:00 pm EDT

10:15 pm India, 12: 45 am Singapore, 6:00 pm UAE, 6:45 pm Firland
Thenmozhi Soundararajan

Dalit activist and Executive Director of Equality Labs

(Introduction: Euma Sinha)

GRADUATE STUDENT VIRTUAL MEETUP
(hosted by Zachary Bordas)

Saturday, April 6, 6:00-7:00 pm EDT
g:30 am India, 6:00 am Singapore, 2:00 am UAE, 12:00 am Finland

GENERAL BUSINESS MEETING

Sunday, April 7, 12:00 pm -1:00 pin EDT
9:30 pm India, 12:00 am Singapore, 8:00 pin UAE, 6:00 pm Finland

AWARDS CEREMONY AND CONFERENCE CONCLUSION

Sunday, April 7, 5:15-6:15 pm EDT
2:45 am India, 5:15 am Singapore, 1:45 pm UAE, 11:15 prm Finlarnd

PANELS

Panel 1 A: Revisiting Arundhati Royv: Queer Identity, Subalternity, and
Form of Resislance
Chair: Ruma Sinha, Rider University
1. Jana Fedtke, Northwestern University, “Peripheral Urbanization as Queer
Identity in Arundhati Rov's The Ministry of Ubnost Happiness™

2. Sheetal Majithia, NYU Abu Dhabi, “Re-scnipting Subalternity and scale with
The God of Small Things™



4. Madhure Akilla. C, Jawaharlal Nelin University, “The Ethics of
Representation of Cnisis, Forms of Resistance, and Narratives of Discomfort
Arundhati Royv's novel, The Ministry of Utmost Happiness™

Panel 1 B: Violent Ficions and Spreciralized Bodies: Representing The
Invisible and Unseen
Chair: Billie Thoidingjam Guarino, Saint Anselm College

1. Sean Weaver, Louisiana State University, “In the Abzence Of: The Spectral
Daddy and the Violent Myth of Masculinity in Shastri Akella’s The Sea
Elephants”

Azharuddin, Lonisiana State University, “All this to make them speak® —

Representation of Indian Muslim Subalternity in Raj Kamal Jha's Fireproof
[20006)"

s

3. Ankita Rathour, Georgia Institute of Technology, "How to Tell a Dead
Carl Story?”

Panel 2: Workshop on Getting Published in South Asian Review
Chair: Dr. Nalini Iver, Seattle University.

Nalini Iver, Seattle University. Editor-in-Chief, South Asian Review
Robin E. Field, King's College. Managing Editor, South Asian Remew
Amit Rahml Baishyva, University of Oklahoma. Book Review Editor,
South Asian Review

b o

Panel 3 A: Aesthetics of Silence and Resistance in Partitton Narratives

Chair: Nidhi Shrivastava, Sacred Heart University

1. Turni Chakrabarti, O. P. Jindal Global University, “Representing
Violence and Resistance: Epical Indian Femimnity and the Modern Indian Short
Story”™

)

Fatima Naveed, University of Exeter, *Progressive Partition Literature &
Women's Rehabilitation in the Indian Subcontinent: *Lajwanti™ by Rajinder
Singh Bedi (1056)"

4. Bhawva Wadera, University of McMaster, "Displacement, Communal
Violence, and the Predicament of Children™



4. Deeksha Pareek, Lehigh University, “The Queer Child Growing Sideways:
Reading Ismat Chughtai's The Crooked Line™

Panel 3B: Embodiments of Minority Identities and the Ethics of
Representation
Chair: Fuma Sinha, Rider University

1. Talat Malik, National Institute of Technology, “Reclaiming the Self:
Trauma and Memory in Dalit Women Narratives”

2. Pooja Sancheti, Indian Institute of Science Education and Research,
"“Women and Magical Realism: Oppression and Resistance in the novels of
Mohammad Hanif™

3. Shabeeh Rahat, Independent Scholar, “Place-ing the Politics of
Marginalization: The F.wr'llr‘:hr}.' Precarity of Dalit Muslims in India”

Panel 4A: Interrogating Violence: Hindu Nationalism, Terrorism, and
Communalism
Chair: Bede Scott, Nanyang Technological University

1. Bede Scott, Nanvang Technological University, “On Stuplimity:
Terronsm, Conununal Violenee, and Literature”™

2, Rituparna Mitra, Emerson College, “Dissent and a New Aesthetics of
Entangled Witnessing in Hanharan's Fugitive Histories™

4. Srikanth Mallavarapu, Roanoke College, *On Labor Politics and Alienation
i Jagadish Mohanty's Battles of Our Own”

Panel 4B: Exploring Cinema: Gender, Violence, and Masculinity
Chair: Nidhi Shrivastava, Sacred Heart University

1. Siddharth Arora. Oklahoma State University, “The Threat of Excess:
Animality and Nationalism in Eeb Allay Qoo by Prateek Vats (2019)”

2. Pavel C Mukherjee, IIIT Delhi, “Rape, Violence, and Hyper-masculinity: The
{un)holy tnnity of Representation in contemporary Indian Narratives on sereen”

3. Mahima Raj C, Central University of Karnataka, Kalaburagi and
Sumit Ghaval, Central University of Karnataka, Kalaburagi, “Male



Representation through Vielence: A Catique of the *Anti-hero’ in Indian Popular
Films"

Panel 5A: Diasporic Entanglements, Gender Justice, and Resistance
Chair: Robin Field, King's College, Pennsylvania

1. Robin Field, King's College, Pennsylvania, “When Nothing Means
Everything: Rescripting Expectations about Gender Violence in Tom Koshy's film
"An Independence Day™

(&

Apala Kundu, University of Pittsburgh, “Devi's and Spivak’s "Dranpadi:’
Looking at Representation and Resistance through the Lens of Translation™

3. Wardah Malik, University of Cambridge, “Diaspora Engagement and
Gender Justice: An Inclusive Approach to Social Change?”

4. Muhammad Manzur Alam, University of the Incarnate Word, San
Antonio, “Decaffeinated Revolution,” Troubled Identity, and Jhumpa Lahirt's
The Lowelaned™

Panel 5B:9/11, Islamophobia and the Rising Hate Against Minorities

Chair: Harveen Mann, Lovola University

1. Sini Eikonsalo, The University of Tampere, “Dvonamics of suspicion,
stereotyping, and East-West relations in Mohsin Hamid's The Reluctant
Fundamentalist™

)

Harveen Mann, Lovola University, “See No Stranger:” Sikh Ethics and
Valarie Kaur's Grassroots Activism”™

3. Namrata Dey Royv, Georgia Institute of Technology, “Discased Bodies and
Unheard Voices: Bheed, A Movie Voicing the Unheard™

Panel 6: Workshop on Conflict Resolution: Dissent in the Academic
Workplace

1. Robin Field, King's College
2. Aniruddha Mukhopadhvay, Texas A&M Universityv-Kingsville
3. Moumin Quazi, Tarleton State University



Panel 7A: Protest Narratives, Resilience, and the Politics of Representation
Chair: Billie Thoidingjam Guarino, Saint Anselm College

Kalpana Bora, Cotton University, “Resistance and Resilience: Protest
Narratives from India’s North East™

Clara Joseph, University of Calgary, “Narratives of Faith and
Decolonialism: A Thomas Christian Perspective on the Image of the Christian in
Northeast India”

Udita Banerjee, IIT Gandhinagar, “Interrozating the Politics of
Representation and Resistance in Narratives from Assam”

Rai Kamlini Mukherjee, Indian Institute of Technology, Guwahati,
“Everyday Aestheties of Partition Violence and Resistance in Sabitn Roy's
Nowhere People (2017)"

Panel 7B: Graphic Subversions, Narrative Violence, and Multivocal Critigue
Chair: Zachary Bordas, Louisiana State Universily

1.

Abhirami Prasanth, Indian Institute of Technology, Mandi, and
Neethi V Alexander, Indian Institute of Teclhnology, Mandi, “Graphic
Echoes: Narrative Resonance of Resistance and Discomfort in Orijit Sen's River
of Storfes”

Leenn Sugathan, George Washington University, “The Ethno-Graphic
Form, Human Rights Imaginary, and Narrative Violence in Vanni: A Family's
Struggle through the Sri Lankan Conflict”

Deblina Rout, Indian Institute of Technology, Hyderabad, “Graplic
Subversions: Visnalising the Resisting Female Body in Comies™

Samarth Singhal, University of California, Riverside, “Redefining
Adivasi Visual Availability: Bhajju Shvam’s The London Jungle Book™

Panel 8A: Deconstructing Discomforting Narratives, Deviance, and
Disobedience
Chair: Hans-Georg Erney, Georgia Southern University



1. Hans-Georg Eruey, Georgia Southern University, ©A Tale of Two
(Hwechent Fathers: Akhal Slharma Retwims 00 the Scene of the Come™

z. Palash Naskar, Sushil Kar College, “Re-representing the Naxal Women:
Deeconstructing the Narratives”™

3, Shriva Rai, Dudepeident Sclolae, “Unvenling Devianee, Tawanls between
Colomdal and Mationalist Imaginaries™

4. Dheebika P, Indian Instivute of Technology, Madras, “Memones Carved
i Flesh: Uneathang Corporeal Remmaniz of the Taom] Genocaide i e Sharyy of
i Brie) Mearvioge”

Panel 8B: Tropes of Womanhood, Transnational Feminism, and
Translating Resislanes
Uhinir: Masrufa .I"l.:l.'r.thn Musral, I.'lli\'rr.lr'll:,.' ol Texas st Dallas

L Masrufa Ayesha Nusrat, University of Texas at Dallas, “Women's
Decumentary from Bangladesh: Interpreting Risineg Sifence and The Poison

Therrn froam the Terran of Trus foatioone] Fealnsm®

2, Partha Debanath, Independent Scholar, “The Representation of Resistance
1|:|n:||.13_||. Female Gaze: A Cratscal RI.':I.I:I.II:IF af & BEI:IH.'IJI Wionan's ':I'rﬂ'-'t-'up;ue af
.IHFIHI-

A Shyamasri Maji, Durgapnr Women's College, =Reading the Anglo-Indian
Woman as Wide in Indian English Farhion®

4 Srslires “ﬂlltn}', Indian Institute nr'l'rrlnlnlnm.' :i-h'r-rnn-ﬁ:l-u-I ‘H;larr
Keaham and Cucer Defannhanzahon: Decoloanalization of Hyras m Geetanjah
Shiree’s Tomb of Sawd”

CONFERENCE KEYNOTE SPEAKER BIO

Thenmozhi Sourdararajan is a Dalit American artist, communilty organizer,
technologist, and theorist. Currently, Thenmozhi is the Executive Director of Equality
Labs, which she co-founded. Equality Labs is the largest Dalit civil rights organization



working to empower caste-oppressed people in the U and globally. Through her work
at Equality Labs, Thenmozhi has mobilized South Asian Americans towards
dismantling eons-long systems of oppression, with the goal of ending caste apartheid,
gender-based violence, white supremacy. and religious intolerance. Thenmozhi
previously co-tounded Third World Majority. an international media training
organization and collective that supported people from disenfranchised groups in
telling their own stories, in their own way.

Her intersectional, cross-pollinating work — research, education. art. activism, and
digital security — helps to create a more generous, global, expansive, and inclusive
definition of South Asian identity, along with safe spaces from which to honor the
stories of these communities. Thenmozhi's work has been recognized by the US.
Congress, The Smithsonian Asian Pacific American Center, The Producers Guild of
America Diversity Program, The Museum of Contemporary Art, The Sorbonne, Source
Magazine, Utne Reader, The National Center for the Humanities, The National Science
Foundation. The Ford Foundation, and The Alfred I Sloan Foundation. She is a
frequent contributor on issues related to South Asia, caste, gender, and racial Equity, as
well interfaith issues and peace building, and has been featured in the New York Times,
Washington Post, BBC, Guardian, ABC, and NBC news. She was also an inaugural
tellow of the Kobert Kauschenberg Artist as Activist, Atlantic Foundation for Kacial
Equity, and is a current fellow at Stanford Center for South Asian Studies. You can
order her new book The Trauma of Caste from North Atlantic Books to learn more
about her work around caste equity, abolition, and healing.

CONFERENCE CHAIR AND PANELIST BIOS

1. Abhirami Prasanth is pursuing her F'h.D. in English from the Indian Institute of
Technology, Mandi. I ler research interest lies in Ernphic literature ﬂp-:«cinll}'
focusing on the Indian context. Other areas of interest include Popular Fiction,
Partition literature, Culture Studies, and South-Asian literature.

2. Aniruddha Mukhopadhyay is Associate Professor of English at Texas AdM
University-Kingsville, e has been published in South Asia: Journal of South
Asian Studies and the Langdon Review of the Arts in Texas. Ile serves as
P'resident of the Conference of College Teachers of English (TX) and has been
clected to the Board of Directors of the College English Association. e is also the

current Web Mnrr.nE:r of the South Asian l..il;i:l'i:l.r_v,r Association.



3. Amit Rahul Bhaishya is an Associate Professor in the Departowent. His irst
m-:nnuErth L'ﬂuffmpu:lmry Lr:l'em]'ureﬁmlr Northeast Indw; Dealmeorids, Terror and
Survival was published by Routledge in 2018. Ile is also the co-editor of three
collectinms: Martheast lndue: A Place nl_,l' EKelahons (co-edibor Yasmin Saikia,
Cambridge University Press, 2017), Postcolonial Animalifies (co-editor Suvadip
Sinha, Routledge, 2019), and a special issue of the journal Postcolonial Stwdies
titled "Planetary Solidarities: Posteelonial Theory, the Anthropocene and the

Nunhuwman® {co-editor Priya Kumar, 2022). He also edited a fvrum vn Sanjib
Hamal'l‘q. In the Name of the Nation (Stanford LIF, 2020) for Cantemporary South Asia

{2022). He is currently co-cditing a special issue titled "Insides-Outsides:
Anglophone Literatures from Northeast India” for South Astan Retiew with
Rakhee Kalita Moral, and writing his second monograph on species extinction,
deep time and multispecies colabitation in contempuorary pusteolunial literature.
Baishya translates short stories and novels from Assamese to English. His
translation of Debendranath Acharya’s Assamese novel, Jangam (The Movement,
Vitasta Press), on the “forgotten long march” of Indians from Burma during
WWII was released in 2018.

4. Ankita Rathouwr is a Marion. L. Brittain pnstd::r:bural fellow at Ge-u-rEia. Institute
of Technology. She earned her PhD. from Louisiana State University earlier this
year. Her research interests are posteolonial literature, violence, gender,

non-European cinema, and Hindi films.

5. Apala Kundu is presently a pre-doctoral Mellon fellow in her fifth year of Ph.D.
in Literary amd Cultural Studies al the Departmwent of English, University of
Pittsburgh. She is also pursuing a Master’'s certificate in Gender, Sexuality, and
Women's Studies in the G5WS program at itt. Currently, she is working on her
dissertation titled T-read-ing Waters: Navigating Postcolonial Mobilities in
Indian Ocean novels. Her research interests include posteolonialiem,
migration/ diaspora and mobility studies, Indian Ocean literature, gender and
sexua]it}-' etudies, Era.ph':-c narrabives, and Fedagam.r.

. Arharuddin is a PhID candidate [ABIY) in 1 .ilprar}r Studies at the I'Jppaﬂmmt af
English, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge (USA). Before joining the
program, Achar held Assistant Prolessor pusitions in the English Department wl
various colleges of Delhi University for five vears. His research interests are
Puostoolonial Studies, Post-9/11 South Asian Diaspura Fiction, Literary and
Cribical Theories, and Media Studies.



7. Bede Scolt is Assuciale Professor of World Literature in the School of Humanities
at Nanyang Technological University, Singapore. He is the author of On Lightness
in World Literature (Palgrave Macmillan, 2013) and Affective Disorders: Emotion in
Colomal and Postcolomial Literafure (Liverpool University Press, 201Y). His most
recent articles have appeared in Novel: A Forum on Fiction, English Studies, and

ARIEL: A Remiewr q,l"fnfemr:ﬁ:rnﬂl' Engﬁsh Literature.

8. Bhawya Wadera worked as an Assistant Professor at the Department of English,
Sri Aurcbindo College (2019-2022), University of Delhi. She has done B.A. (2014)
and M.A. (2016) in English literature from Ilindu College, and an MThil in
English {2018) [rvm tlwe Department of English, University of Delhi. For her
MPhil dissertation, she meditated on the idea of homeland in 1947 Partition
narratives, her areas of research are Partition Literature, Dalit Literature, and
American Counterculture Literature. Currently. she is pursuing a Ph.L). in
English and Cultural Shudies from MeMaster University, Canada

9. Billie Theidingjam Guarino teaches at Saint Anselm College. She Preu'i-uu_ﬂ!.r
worked as an Assistant Professor at JMI, Delhi, and the University of Delhi,
India. She worked on resistance movements in India and Myanmar for her
doctoral thesis, She is co-editing Literary Reimaginings of the #MeToo in South
Asia and the Diaspora (with Dr. Nidlhi Srivastava and Dr. Ruma Sinha), which is
under contract with Lexington Books. Her first monograph is on insurgency,
gendered violence, and social movements in northeastern India. Her research
Famines inchsive pedagngy vis--vis minarity literabure(s), ferninist security
shudies, migration, contlict & insurgency in South & Southeast Asia,

10. Clara A. B. Joseph is a Professor of English and an adjunct in Religious Studies at
the University of Calgary. She serves as the coordinator of both the Creative
Writing Rescarch Group and the Posteclonial Studics Rescarch Croup. She has
co-edibed Glubal Fissures: Posteolonial Fusions (Rudopi 2006) and Theology and
Literature: Rethinking Reader Responsibility (Falgrave Macmillan 2006). She is
the author of The Agent in the Margin (WLUP 2008), The Face of the Other (A
Long Poem) (Interactive Fress 2016), Dandelions for Bhabha: Poems (Interactive
Press ANY), Chrstianity in India: The Anh-Caolonial Turn (Koutledge H1MY), and
India’s Non-violent Freedom Struggle: The Thomas Christians (1599.1799)
(Routledge 3023). Her collection of poems, M/OTHER (Wipf and Stock), is
torthcoming. Her project on representations of Indian Christians is El.'tFFﬂ-rt'Ed by
a Social Sciences and Humanities Rescarch Council of Canada Insight.



11. Cynthia Leenerts An Associate Professor of English at East Sl:mudshurg
University of Pennsylvania and current President of the South Asian Literary
Asgociation, Dr. Leenerts teaches postcolonial, British, and world literatures, as
well as literary criticism and theory, linguistics, the graphic novel, biblical
literature, literature and religion, literature of migration, and beginning and
advanced composition. She co-edited (with Lopa Basu) Pascage fo Manhathan:
Critical Fssays on Meena Alexander (Cambridge Scholars Puhlishing, 2009) and
(with George Bozzini) Literature Without Rorders: International Literature in English
for Student Writers (Prentice-Hall, 2001). Her recent sharter published works
include book chapters in Transcultural Humambes in South Asu: A Cribeal
Anthology, Eds. Waseem Anwar and Nosheen Yousaf (laylor & Francis,
Koutledge, UK, 20Z2): in Musirm Women's Writing from across South and Southeast
Asua, Eds. Feroza Jussawalla and Doaa Umran (Koutledge, 2022); in Crifrcal
FPerspechives on Chitra Banenee Lioakarun: Femimism and Lhaspora, Eds. Amritjit
Singh, Kobin E. Field. and 5amina Najmi (Lexington, 2022) (collaboratively with
Kobin E. Field and Summer Pervez): and in Crafrcal Insights: The Imnugrant
Experience, Ed. Maryse Jayasuriya (Salem, 2018). A student of Chinese language,
culture, and traditional and contemporary literatures, she is currently
researching Rabindranath Tagore's travel writings and other intersections of
South Asian and Chinese literatures. An active member of SALA since 2002, she
has served as President of SALA since 2019, as well as on the editorial board of
South Asian Review (from 2007 - present). In the past, she has served as SALA's
Vice President, Treasurer, as an at-large member of the Executive Committee, and
as a Conference Co-Chair.

12. Deblina Rout is an advanced doctoral candidate at the Department of Liberal
Arts, Indian Institute of Technology Hyderabad, India. She has completed a
Masters in English Literature from Jadavpur University, Kolkata, India. Her
research focuses on contempurary graphic narralives from India. Apart fnon
comics studies, her fields of interest include gender studies, graphic medicine,
and Svuth Asian literature(s). Slwe has presented her research at several nativnal

and internativnal conferences including the International Graphic Novels and

Comics Conference (IGNCC Dublin), Rethinking Resistance Conference {Oxford
University), and Northeast Modern Language Association (NeMLA) Conference.
Her work hias been published in journals such as Media Watch (SAGE) and as

book chapters in conference FIDEftd‘il‘lEE; as well as a Routledge essay collection.



13,

14.

15.

14

17.

Dreeksha is a second-year MA student in the English department at Lehigh
University. She is interested in feminist theory and women's writing, with a
special focus on women's Anglophone writing from the long 20th century.

Dheebika P is a doctoral scholar at the esteemed Indian Institute of Technology,
Mauras, with a Masler's degree in English and Comparative Literature [rom
Puondicherry University. Her academic interests revolve around War, Memory,
and South Asian studies. Currently, she is engrossed in her thesis, which delves

into e realin ol Sri Lankan Post-war Narralives aidd Memwry.

Fatima Maveed's 'hD research has centered on the All-India I'rogressive Writers'
Association, and her thesis has charted a literary history of disscnt through the
cultural productions of the PWA from 1932-1975. She has been the student
representative on the University of Exeter's South Asia Centre's management
board, nrgan:'s:ing conferences and wurkshups with local as well as international
participants. She is also a co-founder of The Tasavvur Collective, a consortium of
early career researchers interested in the social, historical and literary
representation of South Asian Muslims in cultural produchons, with colleagues
from the universities of Edinburgh and 5t. Andrews. She tweels @tgitatima.

Hans-(zenrg Frney is Professor of English at Georgia Southern University, where
he specializes in postealonial shudies and ecocriticism. He was educated in
Germany (Friedrich- Alexander-Universitat Erlangen), England (Keele
University), and the [Inited States (Emory University). In recent years, he has
written on the British spoken-word poet Suhaiymah Manzoor-Khan (Journal of
Postcolonial Writing), the Kamala Khan Ms. Marvel comic series (Journal of
Lraphic Novels and Comics), the British poet Daljit Nagra (AKIEL), and Chinese
gcience fickion (MUSF Journal of Science Fiction). He edits the Journal of Global
Postcolonial Studies.

Harveen Mann is Professor of English at Loyola University, Chicago. Born and
raised in Punjab, Mann traces her family roots back to Badshahpur, Pakistan, and
Ludhiana, India. Her paternal family were refugees during Partition; and her
irunediate family left Chandigarh [or the USA after the 1984 Sikh pograms. She
hersell came W e US in 1979 and has made her (precarious) home here since
then. ler key publications are centered on Sikh diasporic artists and Munjabi
political and cultural history.



15. Jana Fedtke iz an Assistant Professor in Residence in the Liberal Arts Program at
Morthwestern University in Qatar. Her rescarch and teaching interests include
gender studies, narratives of science and technology, and transnatinonal fiction
with a focus on South Asia and Africa. Dr. Fedtke's work has been widely
puhblished in various peer-reviewed joumals and edited volumes, including
South Asia Rescarch, South Asian Review, Asian Studics, Online Information
Review, Jourmalism Fractice, Religions, and Asexualities: Feminist and Chieer

Perspectives (Routledge).

19. Kalpana Bora tcaches in the Department of English, Cotton University. Her
research interssts include narratives of the urhan, gender stidies and writings
from India’s Morth East.

20. Leenu Sugathan is a doctoral student in the Department of English at George
Washington University. Her research interests include Literature and Human
Rights, Postcolonial, Dalit, and South Asian literatures, Narrative mediation and
ethics, Intersection of aesthetics and politics, Race, Caste, and Gender, Black and
Dalit feminist thought, Abolitionist politics, Graphic narratives, and Critical
Refugee Studies.

21. Madhure Akilla. C is pursuing a Ph.D. in English from the Jawaharlal Nehru
University, Mew Delhi. Her current rescarch studics the various crises in
contemporary literature. She is also interested in contemporary fiction, social
speculative fiction, literary theory, culture studies, science studies, caste studies,
affect studies, and gender studies. She has presented papers at national and
international conferences and is a published poet.

22, Mahima Raj C, is working as an Assistant Protessor of English at the Central
University of Karnataka. Kalaburagi. India. and has obtained a doctoral degree
trom The English and Foreign Languages University, Hyderabad on the topic of
"Representations of the 'Minor' in Kannada New Wave Cinema®. Her chapter
entitled "Caste, Voyeurism and Kannada New Wave Cinema” is published in the
Routledge Companion to Caste and Cinema in India.

23. Masrufa Ayesha Nusrat is a 2nd year doctoral student at The University of Texas
at Dallas in the Literature program of Bass School of Arts, Humanities, and

Technology. She is a literary translator, and her translations have been
anthologized in many online and print selections. Celebration and Other Stories
(2013) is her debut collection of short stories in English translation by



contemporary women writers from Bangladesh. Her research interests include
global literature, women's writing, transnational feminism, war narratives,
cultural studies, cinema, and art theory.

24, Moumin Quazi, Professor of English at Tarleton State Tlniversity, was the
recipient of SALA's [hshinguished Achievement Award for Service to the Field of
South Asian Studies (2022). He is the editor of the South Asian Literature, Arts
and Culture book series (Peter Lang Publishing); founder of Scheherazade Press;
Ind Vice President of the College English Association (CEA), and the President of
the Texas CEA. He authored the mixed-genre book, Migratory Words (Lamar
University Literary Press, 2016). He is the trcasurer and past two-term president
of SALA.

25, Muhammad Manzur Alam is an Assistant I'rofessor of English at the University
of the Incarnate Word in San Antoniv, Texas, He varned a Ph.D. in Literary and
Cultural Studies from West Virginia University in 2022. His doctoral dissertation
focuses on the representation of material rifts in South Asian Anglophone fiction
and examines how colonial and capitalist interventions disintegrate postcolonial
environments. His research interests lie in the areas of ecocriticism. South Asian
Anglophone literature, and world literature. He has made conference
presentations and publications on South Asian literature, political discourses,

ecocriticism, and the Indo-Caribbean writer V5. Maipaul.

26. Nalini Iyer is Professor of English at Seattle University. She teaches courses in
postcolonial South Asian and African writing, diaspora studies, and
transnational feminisms. Her books include the fu[luwing: Other Tongues:
Rethinking the Language D.ﬁ[’hﬂ'rs int India (2009); Roots and Reflections: South Asians
in the Pacific Northwes! (2013); and Revisiting Inelin’s Parlition: New Essays in
Memory, Culture, and Politics (2016). She is co-editor of the forthcoming Teaching
Anglophore South Asian Digsporic Literalure (MLA). She has also published articles
in ARIEL, South Asian Review, and Tulsa Studies in Women's Literature. She is the
Chief Editor of South Asian Review.

2/. Namrata Drey Koy is a Marion L Brittain Postdoctoral tellow at Georgia Institute
ot Technolagy She completed her doctoral degree trom Georgia State Lintversity
Her ressarnch interest is in [m'alrn[nnial literature and theories, with a focus on
South African Anglophone writers. She has presented papers at several national
and international conferences and published papers and chapters in
peer-reviewed journals and books.



5. Neethi V Alexander works as an Assistant Professor of English |iterature at the
School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Indian Institute of Technology Mandi,
I limachal Pradesh, India. Iler research interests lic in the arcas of contemporary

American and British fiction, Gothic studies, and studies in popular culture.

29, Nidhi Shrivastava works as a Lecturer of English in the Department of
Languages and Literature at Sacred Heart University. She mmpli:l‘td her Ph.D, in
the English and Wriling Studies department at the University of Western
Ontario. She is currently working on her monograph, India’s Daughters: #MeToo,
Fahities of Forgetting, and Kepresentations of Cendered Violence i 1947 Fartrbion
Marratives (1948-Precent), which is based on her dissertation and was written in
the wake of India’s heinous 2012 Delhi gang rapc casc. In it, she cxplores the
history of rape in Hindi cinema, twe 1947 Parlition Archive, and interviews from
oral historians regarding this urgent subject. as well as co-editing a volume on
Reimagining #MeToo and South Asia with Dr. Ruma Sinha and Dr. Billie
Guarino. Her articles have appeared in journals like South Asian Revicw and
Jewraal of Applicd Joarnalism & Media Shudies.

30. Palash Naskar is a lecturer of History at Sushil Kar College affiliated with the
University of Calcutta, India. He completed his master’s in history from
Jadavpur University, Calcutta. Ile did his M.phil research on Feminist Studies at
Jadavpur University. His thesis was on a historical study of the fisherwomen of
Bengal Sundarbans. He had worked as a researcher and studied the livelihonds
of fisherwomen of the coastal areas of Bengal and Odisha. Now, he works as an
indi:pr:m:lcnt rescarcher. He has presented papers at several national and
international conferences and published papers online and offline.

41. Partha IDebanath is a resparch scholar at the | }epartment of English at Sikkim
University, Gangtok, Sikkim. His areas of interest are Gender Studies,
Postcolonial Studies, Posthuman and Ceocritical Studies, Memory and Trauma,
Indian writing in English, and literature of Colonial Bengal. He has attended and
presented papers at various national and international conferences, seminars,
and workshops. He has also published book chapters in various edited books
with esteemed publishers. He is a member of the Indian Network for Memory
Studies and The Comparative Literature Assodation of India.

32. Payel Chattapadhyay Mukherjee’s work focuses on Cosmopolitanism, Home,

Colonial and Posteelonial Literature, Indian Mationalism, Women and Gender,



History vl Ideas, and South Asian Studies, She has wrillen for several scholarly
publications including Routledge Research in Postcolonial Literatures. South
Asian Review, Journal of Human Values, Sahitya Akademi, and Gandhi Marg to
name a few, and has presented her research at academic forums like The
European Association for Commaonwealth Literature and Language Studies
(EACLALS), The South Asian Literary Association (SALA), Association for Asian
Studies (AAS, USA) and Canadian Association for Commonwealth Literature
and Language Studies (CACLALS). Currently. she is a faculty member at the SSH
department of IIIT Delhi and an adjunct professor at the Dept of English,
University of Saskatchewan, Canada. She can be reached at payel@iiitd.ac.in

33, Pooja Sancheti is an Assistant Professor of Literary Studies in the HSS
Department at [ISER Punc, India. Her rescarch interests include South Asian
Angluphuone fiction, ransnativnal literature, women's wriling, magical realisin,
and pnstealonial theory She has published in journals like .ull'_lr-I and the [ anadian
Review of Comparative Liferature. She is also a Hindi-English translator, and her
literary translations have appeared in Induen Lilerature (Sahitya Akademi, India),
Hans, and The Bearon, She has presented her work at spveral international
conferences hosted by well-known organisations such as the South Asian
Literary Assuciation, USA; Cenlre fur Contempuorary Women's Wiiling, UK;
University College Cork, Ireland: the Aston Stylistics Research Group UK and
others. She teaches literature and language, and dabbles in EAP research in the

contlext ol scienve edwcation as well,

34. Rai Kamlini Mukherjee iz a PhD student in Indian Institute ﬂfTEEhnn!ng}r mn
Guwahati, India.

35, Rituparna Mitra is Assistant Professor of Interdisciplinary and Postcolonial
Studics at Emerson College. Her teaching and rescarch interests cover
comparative literatures of the Global South, environmental humanities, trauma
studies, and literary urbanisms. Her work has appeared in journals such as
Mosteolonial Studies and The Jourmal of Urban Cultural Studies, and is
fortheoming in edited volumes such as Literary Developments in Post-Cuolunial
South Asia, which includes contributions from scholars across Fartitioned South
Asia. She is currently finishing a book project titled Partition's Enduring
Trawmascapes in Postoolonial Suuth Asia, Her second project examines urban
Amhmru'lﬂ-rm futures in bhe Clohal Sonth th]p.:irm is on the Execnbive
Committee of the Clobal South Forum of the Modem Language Association is a
member of the South-South Forum al Dartmouth College.



36. Robin E. Field is the Manus Cooney Disl.inguishtd Service Professor and
Prufessur of English at King's Cuollege, Pennsylvania. She is the Managing Editor
of South Asian Heview and the editor of Zeal: A Journal for the Liberal Arts. She
has published over two dozen journal articles, book chapters, and interviews on
such authors as [humpa Lahir, Bharati Mukherjee, Ayad Akhtar, and other
contemporary world writers.

37. Ruma Sinha teaches at Rider University. She received her I'h.D. in English
literature at Syracuse University, Her muonograph uses an anti-caste feminist
framewnork to tnrpf_'rnund rppm-.r.stnhhnm of Llaht women in ]ilprar}' winrks and
argucs that a focus on intersectional experiences and “caste consciousness” is
vital to reimagining the collective solidarity of Dalits with other political
movements locally and globally. Her articles have appeared in journals like The
Global South and South Aeia Review. She is currently co-editing a volume on
Reimagining #MeToo and South Asia.

38. Samarth Singhal is a Phl) Candidate, Department of English, University of
California, Riverside. He has been Assistant Professor of Englizh at Maitreyi

College and Kamala Nehru College, University of Delhi. His dissertation project
dizrusses the collaboration behween Pardhan Gond artists and Tara Books via the

medium of the contemporary Anglophone picturebook. He has published on
Deteclive Fiction, Indian pulitical carteoning, and painting. He las co-edited an
anthology on South Asian visual studies, South Asian Ways of Seeing. published
by Primus in 2022, Currently located in Riverside, California, he will spend
Dec-March in India for fieldwork.

39. Sean Weaver is an English/Literature doctoral graduate from Louisiana State
University. He currently works as an Adjunct pmfessur at various colleges in the
Lehigh Valley in Pennsylvania. His work focuses on e intersections belween
queer and posteolonial theories in literature and fiction

40. Shabech Rahat 15 an academic based in New Delha, India, She has a doctorate in
English Liverature and specialises in Postcolonial Studies, with particular
reference to India. She has over 7 years of teaching experience. Her research
tocuses on South Asia in relation to disadvantaged groups. She works across
English, Hindi and Urdu literature. She received the Prolessional Development
Cirant by the Modern Langnage Association (MI1A) in 20124



41. Sheetal Majithia’s research and teaching focuses an ecocribicism, globalization;
comparative postcolonial literature, film, feminist, gender, and sexuality studies;
cultural studies; South Asian studies; theories of modernity, melodrama, and
affect. Prior to coming to NYU Abu Dhabi, she taught at the University of
Pennsylvania in Film Studies and South Asian Studies and Hampshire College in
Humanities, Arts, and Cultural Studies. Her bovk-in-progress examines the
relationships between modernity and melodrama in contemporary Indian film,
literature, and culture, including an examination of how ideas of progress are
refigured in the Anthropocenc. Her rescarch appears in journals such as SAMAR,
Modern Drama, and South Asian Review, Sheisa principal investigator in the
NYUAD Anthropocene Kitchen focused on the elements and elementary
thinking. She is a founding editor of Electra Street, the Arts and Humanities
Journal of NYUAL. Majithia's work has been supported by the Mellon
Foundation and the American Institute of Indian Studies.

42 Shriyva Rai is an Erasmus Mundus Global Studies Scholar trained at the
Universities of Ghent and Leipzig. Her research focuses on gendered colonialism
i India and the pulitics of histury wriling in the production ol deviant actors

within ILiJIUIjUErﬂP]I_‘_H’.

43. Shyamasri Maji is an Assistant Professor in English at Durgapur Women's
College (affiliated to Kazi Nazrul University, Asansol). She wrote her doctoral
thesic on € Anxiety of Representation in Select Anglo-Indian Writers(The
University of Burdwan, 2018). Areas of her research interest include Diasporic
Studies, Indian Writing in English and the Anglo-Indian community Her
research articles have been published in reputed journals such as Antipodes,
Third World Thematics, EPW and International Journal of Anglo-Indian Studies.
Her chapter "ldentity and Homing Desires: Anglo-Indian Literary Perspectives"
has been published in Anglo-Indian Identity: Past and Present in India and the
Diaspora edited by Robyn Andrews and Merin Simi Raj (Palgrave Macmillan,
2021). Shee is the revipient of Independent Research Fellowship 2018-19 at Salyajit
Ray Filin and Televisivn Institule, Kolkata, Under this ft]fun‘:llip prugramme,
she completed a short-term rescarch project on sclect documentary films on the
Anglo-Indian community.

44. Siddharth Arora is a PhD candidate in Englich Literature at Oklahoma State
[Iminersity. He is interested in the intersection of affect and postealonial studies o
critique the rise of Hindu nationalism, He has received the Fduward Walkiewicz
Comtermporary Studies Scholarship (2022, 2023) and the Leonard |. Leff Film or Media



Studies Award (2022) atl Oklahwina State University. His propensily fur literary
criticism and theory accompanies his desire to express himself in verse. In 2018,
he published A Fragmented Whole, his debut poctry collection with Authorspress,
Mew Delhi.

45 Simi Eikonsalo earned her BA and MA in 1itE-'rHr}.' studies from The 1 Iniversity of
Tampere (Finland) and a PhT). in English Literahure from The University of
Edinburgh (Scotland). She has been working as an Assistant Professor in English
and American Literature at Metropolitan University Frague, Department of
Political Science and Anglophone Studies for nearly three years. She specializes
in 9/11 literature and her publications in this area include “[Sjometimes
America needs to be pushed™: Amy Waldman's The Submission and the early
American 2/11 novel (Brno Studies in English) and her P'hoD. thesis “Values and
Attitudes in the Carly American 9/11 Novel: Representing the Terrorist, the "War
on Terror’, and the Reactions to 9/11" She has presented her rescarch in
conferences such as the ESSE and the PAMLA, and most recently a few months
ago at a research colloquium at Tampere University on her Erasmus as a visiting

pmfe-ssur.

46 Srikanth Mallavarapu has a Ph I} in Englich from SIINY Stony Brook. He has
been a Brittain Postdoctoral Fellow at Georgia Tech and a SAGES Fellow at Case
Western Keserve University. He is currently an Associate Frofessor in the English
and Communication Studies department at Roanoke College. His research and
teaching interests include the negotiation of modemnity in the postcolonial
context, science fickion, critical theories of literature, and science, I:l:-chnulngl',:. ard

culture.

47. Sumit Ghayal is working as an Assistant Professor of English at the Central
University of Karnataka, Kalaburagi, India, and is also pursuing a doctoral
degree on the topic of film semiotics.

48 Sushres Ronlray is a Ph D). candidate in the Department of Homanities and
social baence at the Indian Institute of lechnology Koorkee, Uttarakhand, India.
5She earned her Master's degree in English Literature from The English and
Foreign Languages University, Hyderabad. Her research interests include
Mutherhwod Studies, Feminist Phenomenvlogy, and South Asian Literalure,

49. Talat Malik is a Rescarch Scholar in the Department of [ lumanities and Social
Sciences, National Institute of thhncrlﬂm' latna, ["atna, Bihar, She has presented



papers al varivus nalional and intermational conferences, Her areas of interest are
gender studies, Dalit literature, marginality. memory studies. exclusion, and
cultural studies. At present, she 1= wnrki.ng on her doctoral thesis on Dalit
Women's Wrilings.

50. Turni Chakrabarti is Assistant Professor of English at Jindal School of Languages
and Literature (JSLL) at O. F. Jindal Global University in Sonipal, India. She
received her Phl) in English from The ( wnrge Washington Liniversity in
Washington, D.C. in 2022, Her work has been published in peer-reviewed
juurnals like Verge: Studies in Glubal Asias, South Asian Review, and Portals: A
Journal of Comparative Literature, among others

51. Udita Banerjee is a doctural candidate in the Department of Humanities and
Sacial Seiences at 1T Gandhinagar She has completed her M. Phil from the
Department of English and Culture Studics, University of Burdwan. Her rescarch

interests include Postcolonial Literature(s). Border, and Affect Studies. Her recent
|11|hlim'r|nnq inclhiade a hook |."|1-..'-l'|'!||'l"r in I-’..'i]ap.'-ml L 'mwing'-'.' Hwim’ﬁng 14t

Century Migrations from India’s Perspective (2021), edited by Ashutosh
Bhardwaj and Judith Misrahi-Barak. published by Koutledge.

52. Wardah Malik's work focuses on the rule of law, gender equality, and ethnic
minority citizenship rights. She has led, designed. and coordinated programs for
Journalists for Human Rights and the Council of Agencies Serving South Asians.
Wardah helds an MIMhil in World @ istory from the University of Cambridge.



CANDIDATE INFORMATION

PRESIDENT: MARYSE JAYASURIYA
BIOGRAPHY

Dr. Jayasuriya is a professor of English at Saint Louis University (SLU), and before coming to SLU,
she was a faculty member for 18 years at the University of Texas at El Paso (UTEP). For eight years
she served as an Associate Dean for the College of Liberal Arts at UTEP. Her primary area of research
is Postcolonial Literature and Theory. Her research interests include South Asian and nineteenth
and twentieth-century British literature. She is the author of Terror and Reconciliation: Sri Lankan
Anglophone Literature, 1983-2009 (Lexington, 2012) and the editor of The Immigrant Experience:
Critical Insights (Salem Press, 2018), and she has also guest-edited (with Aparna Halpé) a Special
Issue of South Asian Review (33.3) on Sri Lankan Anglophone Literature.

She has published more than 20 articles and reviews in such journals as South Asian Review, Jour-
neys, Margins, Indialogs, The Journal of Postcolonial Cultures and Societies, and Asiatic, and such
edited collections as South Asia and its Others: Reading the ‘Exotic;’ Postcolonial Urban Outcasts:
City Margins in South Asian Literature; Critical Approaches to Literature: Multicultural; Teaching
South Asian Anglophone Diasporic Literature; Narratives of Trauma in South Asian Literature;
Transcultural Humanities in South Asia: Critical Essays on Literature and Culture; and Teaching
Anglophone South Asian Women Writers. She has served in the past as chair of the Standing Com-
mittee on Associate and Assistant Deans for the Council of Colleges of Arts and Sciences; as a member
of the Board of Directors for Humanities Texas, serving on the Grants Review Committee and the
Education Committee; and as a member of the Delegate Assembly and the Delegate Assembly Orga-
nizing Committee of the Modern Language Association. She teaches classes in postcolonial studies,
world literature, and nineteenth and twentieth-century British literature.

She has been a SALA member since 2004, and she is now a life member of SALA. She served in the
past as the editor of the South Asian Literary Association (SALA) Newsletter and an Executive Com-
mittee Member of SALA, and she is currently associate editor of South Asian Review, which also
entails serving on SALA’s Executive Committee.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

I have been a member of SALA since graduate school, eventually becoming a Life Member. I have
always appreciated the role that SALA has played in the field of South Asian Literature. I served as the
editor of the SALA Newsletter for a few years as an assistant professor and was therefore also part of
the Executive Committee. I have attended and presented at SALA conferences regularly. I am cur-
rently an associate editor of the South Asian Review, the journal of the organization. I am inspired by
the colleagues who have served as Officers and given of their time and energy for the well-being of the
organization. I have extensive administrative experience, having worked as Associate Chair and as As-
sociate Dean at my previous institution. I have also served on the Delegate Assembly and the Delegate
Assembly Organizing Committee of the Modern Language Association; as Chair of the Standing Com-
mittee on Associate/Assistant Deans of the Council of Colleges of Arts and Sciences; and as a Board
Member of Humanities Texas. I believe in the value of consultation and collaboration. If elected
President, I will serve the organization to the best of my ability, focusing on continuing to grow SALA
and figuring out with the members of the Executive Committee how to make the organization even



stronger and more diverse. At a time when budgetary concerns and travel restrictions make it difficult
for members in and outside the United States to participate in in-person conferences, I will consider
all opportunities and options for members to interact with one another, share research, and support
each other’s intellectual and professional goals and aspirations. A challenge that we currently face is
growing our membership after the disruptions caused by the pandemic and determining how best to
engage with MLA and other professional organizations. I would like to see us continue to expand the
scope of our engagement across national literatures in the South Asian region.

KHX

VICE-PRESIDENT: ANI MUKHOPADHYAY
BIOGRAPHY

Associate Professor of English at Texas A&M University-Kingsville. He has been published in South
Asia: Journal of South Asian Studies the Langdon Review of the Arts in Texas, and the collection
Teaching Anglophone South Asian Diasporic Literature (MLA 2024) edited by Nalini Iyer and Pal-
lavi Rastogi. He served as President of the Conference of College Teachers of English (Texas) through
2023-24 and is currently the Executive Secretary/Treasurer of the organization. He also serves on the
Board of Directors of the College English Association. He has served on the Executive Committee and
has been the long-time Web Manager of the South Asian Literary Association.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

Since attending my first SALA conference in 2006, I have served on our organization’s Executive
Committee for the 2013-15 term. I have also served as SALA’s Web Manager since October 2015.
Additionally, I worked with Drs. Moumin Quazi and Pennie Ticen to organize the Annual Conference
held in Seattle, WA, in 2020. Because of my long association with the organization and my service for
over a decade, I can confidently state that I am ready to successfully fulfill the duties and responsibili-
ties of the Vice President for the 2024-26 term.

Since its web presence is a crucial component of SALA, particularly as we have transitioned to several
virtual conferences after the Covid-19 pandemic, I am deeply involved in the running of the annu-

al conference. From advertising the CFP, setting up the proposal submission forms, managing the
Executive Committee and general membership listservs, to overseeing the online payments for mem-
bership and registration, I assist in every step of the successful organization of our conference. As a
result, I have always maintained a cordial working relationship with the Executive Officers and gained
a thorough understanding of their responsibilities. Over the years, I have worked with several presi-
dents of SALA assisting them in their decision-making process. Because of my role as Web Manager,
I worked closely with the President and other Executive Officers from 2020-22 to ensure that SALA
successfully weathered the uncertainties caused by the pandemic. I was also involved, as a member
of the Executive Committee, in the discussion and adoption of the Code of Conduct, which guides the
Vice President in handling formal complaints. Finally, I already help the conference co-chairs finalize
the conference program before I post it on the website.

In conclusion, I am fully aware of the duties of the Vice President and am ready to take on the respon-
sibilities of the position. I would be honored to continue to serve SALA fulfill its mission: “to generate
and foster scholarly interest in South Asian languages and literatures” and “to promote and dissemi-



nate the scholarly activities of its members through its publications and its annual conference.”

KHX

SECRETARY: MEGHAN GORMAN-DARIF
BIOGRAPHY

Meghan Gorman-DaRif is an Assistant Professor of English and Comparative Literature at San José
State University in California. Her research centers on Anglophone novels from India and across
Africa, focusing on contemporary forms of realist and historical fiction as well as the Indian Ocean as
a framework for literature. She has published articles in the South Asian Review on the contemporary
Naxal novel in India, and Interventions: International Journal of Postcolonial Studies on the Mau
Mau Uprising in Kenya, and has written several chapters for edited collections including for the forth-
coming Oxford Handbook of Global Realisms.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

I have very much enjoyed the opportunity to serve SALA throughout the years, starting as the gradu-
ate representative on the Executive Committee, and then as editor of salaam in 2020, and as Secretary
starting in 2022. SALA is an organization that is close to my heart, and a place where I have grown up
as a scholar. I am proud of the organization and its tireless efforts to maintain an engaged, accessible,
and diverse intellectual community. It would be my pleasure to continue to serve as Secretary for the
next term.

KKK

THERE ARE TWO OPEN POSITIONS ON THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, AND FIVE
CANDIDATES (Priya Jha, Fawzia Afzal-Khan, Ruma Sinha, Billie Guarino, and Arnab Dutta Roy).
PLEASE VOTE FOR TWO.

IN THIS ELECTION FOR A 2024-26 TERM, BECAUSE THE CONSTITUENCIES
(GRADUATE STUDENT, NON-US, SOUTH-ASIA BASED, AND AT-LARGE) ARE
REPRESENTED BY THOSE WHOSE TERMS WILL EXPIRE IN 2025, THE
CONSTITUENCIES OF THE 2024-26 CANDIDATES DO NOT MATTER: ALL ARE
ELIGIBLE, IN NO SPECIAL CONSTITUENCY.

KKK

PRIYA JHA
BIOGRAPHY

Priya Jha is Professor of Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies with affiliations in English; Race &
Ethnic Studies; Media and Visual Culture Studies at the University of Redlands. Her work straddles
multiple critical perspectives and that impulse is reflected in her teaching, writing, and service. She
has published in representations of gender and nationalism in South Asia through film, popular cul-
ture, and literature; African-American and South Asian collaborations; and design studies. One of her



primary commitments to service work is the mentoring of younger scholars, from graduate school to
tenure and this is something she would bring to the organization. Currently, Dr. Jha is working on a
memoir entitled, Not That Kind of Indian and a monograph on (Post)Colonialism and Design.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

I have been a member of SALA since 1998 and have been fortunate to attend most meetings. I find
the culture of SALA to be inspiring and colleagues to be full of warmth and knowledge. I always walk
away excited to incorporate what I've learned into my own teaching and research. I am also one of the
co-organizers of the 2017 Annual Meeting of SALA in Philadelphia. Additionally, I was a co-organizer
for SALA annual meeting in 2022 and secured the keynote speaker, Rajinder Dudrah. Working with
all my colleagues at SALA has been a highlight of my professional life and I continue to be proud of
the work we did. This is an organization that is my home and by becoming more deeply involved with
it — in governance and otherwise — I hope to excite our members, both veterans to graduate students
and recent members — in the same way that I have been.

KH*

FAWZIA AFZAL-KHAN
BIOGRAPHY

Fawzia Afzal-Khan is a schol-art-ivist, engaging her scholarship and performance work in the service
of social justice ideals. She is Professor of English, a University Distinguished Scholar (2009-10), and
former Director of the Women and Gender Studies Program at Montclair State University, NJ (2009-
2015) who has been teaching at MSU since 1987. She has held a Visiting Professorship of the Arts at
NYU in Abu Dhabi 2016- 18, and spent several semesters over the past two decades teaching at insti-
tutions of higher education in her native Pakistan, most recently teaching and designing curricula for
an undergrad WGS program at Kinnaird College for Women, and FCCU (Forman Christian College
University) in Lahore, with the help of a Fulbright Visiting Specialist grant (2015-20). She is author of
six books. Her first monograph, Cultural Imperialism: Genre and Ideology in the Indo-English Novel
(Penn State Press 1993), was based on her Phd dissertation which she obtained at Tufts University in
1986. Her second book focused on the Pakistani Alternative Theatre Movement and its close connec-
tion to the Pakistani Women’s Movement, entitled A Critical Stage: The Role of Secular Alternative
Theatre in Pakistan (Seagull Press, 2005). She is co-editor of The PreOccupation of Postcolonial
Studies (Duke University Press, 2000), and Editor of Shattering the Stereotypes: Muslim Women
Speak Out (Interlink Books 2005). Her memoir, Lahore with Love: Growing Up With Girlfriends Pa-
kistani Style (the subject of several theses)-was published by Syracuse University Press in 2010, and
her one of her latest books was a study of Pakistani history as understood through the lives and con-
tributions of its women singers, entitled Siren Song: Understanding Pakistan Through its Women
Singers (OUP: 2020). Fellowships awarded include, most recently, the Fulbright-Hays Visiting Spe-
cialist award (2015-20), and the National Endowment for the Humanities Bridging Cultures Through
Film award (2011). She has also held a W.E.B Dubois Fellowship at Harvard University, and been a
Rotary International and AIPS (American Institute of Pakistan Studies) Fellow, and won an NJCH
(NJ Council of the Humanities) grant for a symposium on Women’s Cross-Cultural Prison Memoirs.
She was also Writer-in-Residence at Chateau de Lavigny in Switzerland 2005 which enabled her to
complete her memoir. Afzal-Khan is a trained vocalist in North Indian Classical music, a published
playwright, actor and poet, whose scholarly, journalistic and creative writing focuses on issues of gen-



der and social justice from a postcolonial perspective. She is a regular contributor to Counterpunch.
org, and currently serves on the Editorial and/or Advisory Boards of TDR (The Drama Review) and
Arab Stages, and has served in the past on the boards of SAR (South Asian Review), Transforma-
tions, and International Solidarity (Journal of Pakistani English Literature). She is a member of

the NY chapter of NOW (National Organization of Women), the Modern Language Association and
NWSA, where she is founding chair of the South Asian Feminist Caucus, as well as IFTR (Internation-
al Federation of Theatre Research) where she has belonged to the Feminist Research Working Group
for over 20 years. She maintains a blog called www.travelingfeminista.com and her website can be
accessed at www.fawziaafzalkhan.com.

Her latest book is an e-reader compilation of her travel writings published by the Little Book Compa-
ny of Pakistan,; it is called Traveling Feminista: a Muslim Woman’s Travels Through the World.

Her current research focuses on Queer Performativities in Pakistan, and she has recently completed a
full-length play (co written with Shahid Nadeem of Ajoka Theatre), on the post World War 1 years of
TE Lawrence’s life in India/Pakistan/Afghanistan region. The play, entitled Lawrence in Lahore: the
Lost Years, will be performed for the first time in Lahore as a staged reading on April 17th 2024, at
the famed Jinnah Hall of the Quaid e Azam Library (formerly known as Lawrence Hall).

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

I am a veteran scholar in the field of South Asian Literary, Performance and Cultural Studies, with

a focus on Pakistan, and have had the honor of serving on the Executive Committee of SALA for the
past 2 years. I brought several new members into SALA last year, some of whom organized a session
at the previous conference, and I am going to continue to encourage colleagues I know through vari-
ous organizations I am active in who are working on South Asia, to join as well. Further, I am commit-
ted to helping us figure out regional chapter formation in different countries of South Asia, especially
Pakistan where I know many budding young scholars and teachers whose membership would be of
mutual benefit. I am also keen on working with our Executive Committee to develop a mentoring net-
work/program to benefit newcomers in our respective fields within the broader rubric of South Asian
Studies inclusive of, but not limited to, Literature.

In other words, if re-elected, I would like to help in collective efforts to maintain the health and pro-
fessionalism of SALA, and aid in its further growth keeping up with latest trends in South Asian Stud-
ies.

KKK

RUMA SINHA
BIOGRAPHY

Ruma Sinha teaches at Rider University. Her research and publications engage with the literature of
South Asia and the diaspora, especially as they challenge the social and political positioning of Dalit
women and the often homogenizing narratives of mainstream postcolonial and feminist interven-
tions. Her articles have appeared in the edited volume, Graphic Narratives about South Asia and
South Asian America: Aesthetics and Politics and in journals such as South Asia Review and The
Global South. She is currently co-editing the volume The MeToo Hashtag and The Movement: Vic-


http://www.travelingfeminista.com
http://www.fawziaafzalkhan.com

tim-Survivorhood, Agency, Sexual Violence in South Asia.
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

I would like to apply for the position of SALA’s Executive Committee. I am a co-organizer and co-chair
of the 2024 annual SALA conference, “Ethics of Representation, Forms of Resistance, and Narratives
of Discomfort.” I have been actively engaged in the process of writing the CFP, soliciting abstracts, or-
ganizing panels, and inviting the Dalit activist-artist Thenmozhi Soundararajan as our keynote speak-
er in collaboration with my co-chairs, Dr. Billie Thoidingjam Guarino and Dr. Nidhi Shrivastava. This
experience has given me a deeper insight into the dynamics of the SALA’s executive committee and
the support and camaraderie of each of the committee members. I aim to provide the same support
and service to perform the necessary duties that my position entails.

SALA has been instrumental in the evolution of my academic journey on a global platform. I have
been a member of SALA since 2014, when I first attended the SALA conference and presented a pa-
per on the graphic novel Bhimayana, depicting the life of the Dalit leader Dr. B. R. Ambedkar. Over
the past decade, I have presented papers at several SALA conferences and have received excellent
feedback on my presentations. Two of my presentations were further developed into full-length arti-
cles and have been published in the South Asian Review. More recently, a panel I co-organized titled
“Resisting In(visibility): Violence, Trauma, and the Representation of Marginalized Voices” has been
selected by the executive committee as a guaranteed panel for MLA 2025, where I will be presenting
on “Caste In(visibility), Intertextuality, and Intergenerational Trauma in the Autobiographical Works
of Thenmozhi Soundararajan and Tarana Burke.”

The excellent mentorship of SALA members has shaped my journey as a doctoral student and now a
faculty member, and I would like to provide my service and knowledge to further the goal of the orga-
nization for the larger community of SALA members. I look forward to the opportunity to serve as a
member of SALA’s Executive Committee.

KKK

BILLIE GUARINO
BIOGRAPHY

Billie Thoidingjam Guarino teaches at Saint Anselm College. She previously worked as an Assistant
Professor at JMI, Delhi, and the University of Delhi, India. She researched women’s resistance move-
ments in India and Myanmar for her doctoral thesis. She is co-editing Literary Reimaginings of the
#MeToo in South Asia and the Diaspora (with Dr. Nidhi Srivastava and Dr. Ruma Sinha), which is
under contract with Lexington Books. She is currently working on her book on insurgency, gendered
violence, and social movements in northeastern India. Her research examines inclusive pedagogy
vis-a-vis minority literature(s), feminist security studies, migration, conflict & insurgency in South &
Southeast Asia.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

I wish to present my candidacy for the Executive Committee of the South Asian Literary Association.
My association with SALA is fairly recent and I believe, I have found a community where I can make a
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meaningful contribution.

I trust in the transformative power of literature in voicing and amplifying voices that have been si-
lenced or rendered invisible. Personally, SALA created a safe space for me where I received support,
guidance, and motivation to grow as I re-enter academia after a hiatus. I wish to contribute to the
association and help foster a vibrant literary environment to support other scholars and academics in
the US and South Asia.

I will be co-chairing the SALA 2024 virtual conference “Ethics of Representation, Forms of Resis-
tance, and Narratives of Discomfort” on April 6-7, 2024, with my good friends Dr Ruma Sinha and
Dr Nidhi Shrivastava. We have also organized the SALA guaranteed panel, “Resisting In(Visibility):
Violence, Trauma, And The Representation Of Marginalized Voices” for the MLA 2025.

If entrusted with the responsibility of serving on the Executive Committee, I will abide by the Consti-
tution and Objectives of SALA, uphold the fundamental principles of inclusivity, and diversity, as well
as foster scholarly interest in the languages and literatures of South Asia and its diaspora.

As someone active on social media, I would also be interested in contributing to the SALA social
media team, especially Instagram and X, to create more visibility for our association and extend our
reach, especially to other minority and marginalized scholars.

I look forward to working with the EC and other members of SALA and request your support and
confidence in my candidacy.

KHX

ARNAB DUTTA ROY
BIOGRAPHY

Arnab Dutta Roy is Assistant Professor of English, Department of Language and Literature, Florida
Gulf Coast University.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

My name is Arnab Dutta Roy, and I am an Assistant Professor of English at Florida Gulf Coast Univer-
sity. My research is located at the intersection of postcolonialism, human rights theory, and modern
South Asian literature, and has appeared or is forthcoming in journals including the Journal of Glob-
al Postcolonial Studies, South Asian Review, Genre, American Book Review, Literary Universals
Project, Comparatist, Humanities, and the APA Studies on Asian and Asian American Philosophers
and Philosophies. My forthcoming books include two co-edited volumes, The Postcolonial Bildungs-
roman: Narratives of Youth, Representational Politics and Aesthetic Reinventions (Forthcoming
with University of Alberta Press), The Postcolonial Bildungsroman and the Character of Place
(Forthcoming with University of Nebraska Press, Frontiers of Narrative series), and a coedited journal
special issue, Constructing the Other: Narrative Empathy and the Ethics of Border-Crossing in World
Literature (Forthcoming with Journal of World Literature | Extended Edition forthcoming with
Brill). I am currently also working on a monograph tentatively titled Universalisms in South Asian
Literature that draws on interdisciplinary work in postcolonial theory and human rights to analyze
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literary responses to colonialism from South Asia.

Professionally, I have been a committed SALA member since my early days as a graduate student.
South Asian Review published my first peer article in 2015 thus launching my career as a published
writer. Moreover, attending the SALA conference multiple times over the last decade both in-person
and virtually has significantly contributed to my growth and maturity as a scholar of South Asian
studies. Over the years, I have remained a regular peer-reviewer for South Asian Review and have had
the good fortunes to be selected as a co-organizer of the SALA conference in 2025. If elected as an
executive board member I will strive to preserves SALA’s rich tradition of academic excellence and of
fostering an inclusive global community of scholars, researchers, activists, educators, and students.
More specifically, I hope to contribute to the recruitment of more members to the SALA community,
especially emerging/junior faculties, researchers, and educators of South Asian studies from the US
and globally. I also strive to the strengthening and expanding of the interdisciplinary ties of SALA
with other related academic fields including Postcolonial Studies, Critical Race Theory, Queer Studies,
Eco-Criticisms, and Asian-American Studies.
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Member News
Sohrab Fracis sends the following updates:

In February, my craft lecture at Bethune-Cookman University’s annual Zora Neale Hurston Con-
ference (this year’s fun theme/title was Hip Hop Hurston) addressed the element of Voice in fiction
as having as much to do with the narrative perspective as with how it sounds. The virtual event was
graciously moderated by SALA’s Dr. Atreyee Gohain, who later sent me this link to the video:

https://cookman-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/jfFTrBr y2wTgPeuskoFCS5abFz_vvmqdtvggMx-
nA3mqdrPWZR33g08bUpq0484U.IEGgMs4yTzI60J2H

Also in February, Atticus Review’s book review of True Fiction, “Fiction’s Truth,” asked: “What makes
a story true? Must it reflect physical or psychological realities, or can stories defy normative expecta-
tions and still remain true? Sohrab Homi Fracis’s latest collection of short stories, True Fiction, win-
ner of the 2023 International Book Award in the category of short fiction, takes an unflinching look at
these questions and, providing no specific answer, makes us wonder, along with Pervez, a recurring
character, “what the future might hold” for fiction.” Here’s a link to the full review by novelist D. E.
Lee: Fiction’s Truth - Atticus Review

Earlier in September, Jacksonville Public Library’s popular LIT CHAT event series featured me in
conversation with poet Michelle Lizet Flores about the importance of writing community, about my
writing practice, and about the origins of my stories in True Fiction. Here’s a link to the recent video
release of the in-person event: Lit Chat with Local Author Sohrab Homi Fracis

Clara Joseph published a monograph, India’s Nonviolent Freedom Struggle: The Thomas Chris-
tians (1599-1799) and a collection of poems, M/OTHER.

Pennie Ticen had three encyclopedia entries published in The Routledge Encyclopedia of Indian
Writing in English, Routledge, 2024 (edited by Manju Jaidka and Tej N. Dhar): Imaginary Homelands:
Essays and Criticism 1981-1991 by Salman Rushdie; Rushdie, Salman; and Veiled Suite: The Collected
Poems, The, by Agha Shahid Ali.


https://cookman-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/jfFTrBr_y2wTgPeusk0FCS5abFz_vvmqdtvggMxnA3mqdrPWZR33g08bUpqO484U.lEGgMs4yTzI6OJ2H
https://cookman-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/jfFTrBr_y2wTgPeusk0FCS5abFz_vvmqdtvggMxnA3mqdrPWZR33g08bUpqO484U.lEGgMs4yTzI6OJ2H
https://atticusreview.org/fictions-truth/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v2wmD7UIeyY
https://www.routledge.com/Indias-Nonviolent-Freedom-Struggle-The-Thomas-Christians-1599-1799/Joseph/p/book/9781032538686
https://www.routledge.com/Indias-Nonviolent-Freedom-Struggle-The-Thomas-Christians-1599-1799/Joseph/p/book/9781032538686
https://wipfandstock.com/9798385206889/mother/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CM%2FOTHER%20displays%20remarkable%20scope,corners%20of%20image%20and%20syntax.
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Eulogy for Professor Kamal Verma

March 9, 2024 , Washington DC

Delivered by Richard Verma

How does one honor nearly 92 years on this planet, and do it in my allotted six minutes, and cover
everything I've been thinking and feeling over these past few days? It’s nearly an impossible task, but
my dad wanted me to be a good and focused writer — and speaker — we started early, oh around the
3rd grade....and he didn’t let up. So, dad, here goes — let’s do this together.

When I think of why my dad was such a special person — it is all those traits you have heard here al-
ready today: so kind, giving, caring, selfless, looking out for others, and yes, so smart. A special com-
bination for sure. And, could he be the tough and scary parent? You bet. Just ask Roma or Rita after
they skipped school or worse....or when he saw some of my freshman grades in college....or when he
just walked across the kitchen floor, and the five kids were in the basement watching tv — the sound
of those dress shoes on the floor made us scatter like flies. He had a great commanding presence, in
addition to that gentile nature.

But when I think about what made my dad so special and so unique — it was the unbelievably import-
ant, difficult and impactful journeys that he took. Let me mention three.

There was the long and challenging physical journey that took him from a small village in Punjab,

to across the ocean, landing in New York City in 1963, as he reminded us so many times with only
“$14 dollars and a bus ticket in my pocket.” And, then off to the University of Northern Iowa, then to
Saskatchewan, to Edmonton, Alberta, and then with five kids in the wood paneled station wagon....to
Johnstown, Pennsylvania in 1971....where a new home was established, a new community was em-
braced, and a new country welcomed my dad, my mom and all of us. What an uncertain, yet incred-
ibly fulfilling journey across the world — and he saw it through, from start to finish. And he took that
journey for his family, not for himself.

There was the journey for knowledge and learning; and that journey continued to the very last day.
My dad’s brothers and sister are here. They grew up in a small village in Northern India. The thought
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that my dad would end up with multiple academic degrees, three published books, and thousands

of students — that was never supposed to happen....but this young man was gifted by God a special
talent -- a curiosity, a passion for learning, a need to explore the nuances of both mathematics and
English literature — how does someone excel in both subjects? He was always a few steps ahead of
us....a deeper thinker....with a richer understanding of ideas and principles that mattered. These are
the lessons he tried to impart upon us, but we were not the best of students, I think. And these were
the lessons he imparted upon his actual students in his classroom for decades, and they truly excelled.
His love of learning was only matched by his love of teaching — this particular journey was about giv-
ing back to others. And he made such a difference to so many.

And, finally, there was the journey for justice and social inclusion. Yes, there was something that
impacted him deeply about growing up in a colonized and caste-divided land, living through a difficult
period of partition, and then of Indian independence. It so shaped his writings, whom he studied, and
what he advocated for. Two of his books were exclusively focused on colonial and post-colonial ideas
among South Asian writers and philosophers. He brought his own lived experience, as well as his
deep intellect, to the effort. When I look back on this person — my dad who lived in this small town
and was from a village — I realize now, he had such stature, such standing, and such impact on the
field of study and in driving for greater social inclusion and justice for the marginalized. I had no idea
this very special person was living right there among all of us as our dad — only later in life did I fully
appreciate this aspect of his journey.

And, I should have seen it earlier, because it also manifested itself in him helping others, new immi-
grants, new students, new faculty — making them feel included, making sure they didn’t face unfair-
ness or injustice. And he did so with his signature low key, this isn’t about me approach — just reach a
hand out, and see if someone needed assistance, a calming word, a bit of guidance. That’s why any-
one of South Asian descent travelling across or near our home in Pennsylvania ended up in our living
room. They were so welcomed and supported. It’s why he was always so quick to remind all of us that
indeed “we were all from the same place” — whether a taxi driver in New York City or a Prime Minis-
ter — yes, it was about geography, but more importantly, he wanted to be sure we knew that we all hail
from a place that requires the same degree of respect, dignity and equity. Dad, thank you so much for
standing up for what was right, and difficult, over and over again. This may have been his most im-
portant journey.

And, I will end on this — all of these journeys required some risk taking, creativity, but above all they
required bravery and courage. And this may not have been so evident for a man who was often so soft
spoken. But Kamal Verma was a brave person, with a spine of steel. He could not be knocked down
for long.

And, oh my, did he and my mom make for the most perfect pair ever — so kind, so decent, and yes, so
strong inside and out. We are so saddened they are no longer here with us, but they are now off to a
better place, a place of peace, and together with my brother Rajiv.

The world will not be the same without my dear father, but it is a world that is a much better place be-
cause of him, and he’s given us every tool and every good memory to carry on the pathway he traveled.

In closing, it seems only fitting to quote one his favorite poets, Robert Frost:

I shall be telling with a sigh
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Somewhere ages and ages hence:

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—
I took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.

Dad, it did make all the difference. Thank you so much. We love you and miss you dearly.
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CALL FOR BOOK MANUSCRIPTS

South Asian Literature, Arts, and Culture Studies
(Peter Lang International Academic Publishers)
Series Editor: Moumin Quazi

The South Asian Literature, Arts, and Culture Studies series invites submissions from scholars working
in the field of South Asian Studies, with a particular interest in literature, the arts (print and film),
politics, religion, and society. South Asian Studies especially focuses on the Indian subcontinent,
particularly India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Burma, and the diaspora of Non-Resident
South Asians throughout the world.

The series welcomes a variety of approaches and theories that interrogate and explore aspects and
elements of South Asian thought, life, and artistic production. The series does not only focus on
contemporary, but also in special cases, on the ancient or classical studies.

This series welcomes a variety of analytical approaches and theories, especially postcolonial, feminist,
post-structural, new historical, psychological, Marxist, and structuralist. Scholars working in related
fields, such as philosophy, hermeneutics, and social theory, with a major interest in how these disciplines
relate to South Asian Studies, are also invited to contribute manuscripts.

Fill out the query page at https://www.peterlang.com/page/enquiries/submit-your-
proposal.

SOUTH ASIAN LITERARY ASSOCIATION An Allied Organization of the
Modern Language Association www.southasianliteraryassociation.org

SALA promotes knowledge of, and scholarly interest in, the languages, cultures, and literatures of South Asia and
the South Asian diaspora. Membership in SALA is open to all individuals and libraries/institutions/organizations
interested in South Asian literature, culture, languages, and philosophy, and also in comparative studies.

SALA hosts one guaranteed session, one possible nonguaranteed session, and one possible collaborative session
at the Modern Language Association’s annual convention and, in addition, hosts an independent annual
conference during the same week as the MLLA Convention, usually 2-3 days before or afterward.

SALA publishes salaam: the newsletter of the south asian literary association. It carries announcements of its
MLA sessions, scholarly activities and accomplishments of its members, new titles in the field, and other valuable
information for those interested in South Asian literatures.

SALA publishes a refereed journal, the South Asian Review (SAR), a representative scholarly forum for the
examination of South Asian languages and literatures in a broad cultural context. The journal invites healthy and
constructive dialogue on issues pertaining to South Asian literatures, arts, and cultures.

SALA supports graduate students through professionalization panels, mentoring, publishing opportunities,
awards, and presentation opportunities.

SAR addresses a diverse audience of various disciplines, welcomes critical and analytical essays on any aspect or
period of South Asian literature (ancient, pre-colonial, colonial, and postcolonial). SAR is open to all critical and
theoretical approaches.


https://www.peterlang.com/page/enquiries/submit-your-
proposal.

https://www.peterlang.com/page/enquiries/submit-your-
proposal.

http://www.southasianliteraryassociation.org/

