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  Hello, everyone! On behalf of the Executive 
Committee, I extend a warm welcome to you at 
our 23rd annual conference.
 
  As I write my last President’s Column, I am cel-
ebrating Holy Saturday, the vigil before Easter: 
in my tradition a seemingly quiet day (on the 
surface) with, depending upon how the diver-
gent stories are told (a day of rest for the dead 
and for the mourners who are still reeling from 
their loss, planning to return after the sabbath 
to finish the burial rituals; or a day of the har-
rowing of hell, where the doors of the under-
world are broken and the dead are liberated), 
opportunities for contemplation and for action. 
It’s a day where I can more easily reflect that in 
our secular world too, behind the quiet, there is 
so much going on behind the scenes, so much 
activity in this time of preparation.

  It’s also a day to reflect on the sorrow of loss: 
of the death of former South Asian Review 
Editor-in-Chief, our Kamal D. Verma, mentor 
to so many, a gracious and gentle spirit. Read-
ing others’ recollections of him, I was amazed 
at how many new writers he patiently guided 
through the process toward publication—I had 
thought that I was the only one with whom he 
had labored so long!—and I will remember not 
only his scholarly brilliance, but his soft, leisure-
ly prosody of speech that made a listener slow 
down and reflect. He was kind to all, and I never 
heard him speak harshly or backbite. May he 
rest in deep peace, and may his inspiration rest 
with all of us who had the privilege to know him 
and learn from him.
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  And may we do him honor in our work together now. Over the past year, our team has been getting 
ready for this conference. Co-Chairs Nidhi Shrivastava, Ruma Sinha, and Billie Guarino have put 
together an incredible program: Ethics of Representation, Forms of Resistance, and Narratives of 
Discomfort. Because of continuing logistic difficulties, including insurmountable visa delays, spiral-
ing costs, departmental travel funding cutbacks—you name it, we’ve still got it—we have gone virtual 
again this year, as we will also need to do in our upcoming conference on 18-19 January 2025. We 
haven’t given up hope about 2026, and I am confident that SALA will seek out creative solutions to 
the problem of venue. In 2025, we are planning an in-person reception at the MLA in New Orleans for 
SALA and SALA-curious folks, upon which I plan to work. For it’s been too long. Still, on the bright 
side, our online venue makes possible the participation of so many international colleagues: and as 
with last year, this year’s conference format is wonderfully accessible. 

  SALA’s intrepid crew of officers: Vice President Sukanya Gupta, Secretary Meghan Gorman-DaR-
if, and Treasurer Moumin Quazi, labor quietly and prodigiously. Nalini Iyer and Robin Field, Edi-
tor-in-Chief and Managing Editor of South Asian Review, have continued to keep our journal run-
ning smoothly—along with recent and upcoming guest editors. Secretary Meghan Gorman-DaRif 
has done a brilliant and dedicated job as editor of salaam, assisted by Zachary Bordas, and soon by 
Nidhi Shrivastava—and web manager Ani Mukhopadhyay continues to handle the complex logistics 
not only of the web, but of connectivity and transparency in our election process. Past President John 
Hawley, along with everyone else, continues to be of wise counsel, and he received the applications 
and checked qualifications for all who sought to run for positions as President, Vice President, and 
Secretary and on the Executive Committee. My profound appreciation goes to each member of our 
Executive Committee, as we have continued to harmonize and to model respect and frankness in our 
dealings with each other. When you get a chance, please thank everyone for all that they have done, 
both in plain sight and behind the scenes. 

  But this is my chance to thank all of these persons (and more) for helping me learn how to president: 
when I first took office, I wondered how in the world I could live up to others’ confidence. But quickly 
I learned that the way to do so was to listen, to work to build consensus, to believe in our shared vision 
of inclusivity, and finally to get over my diffidence and speak out when necessary “for the good of the 
order.” After all, I had not one, but two past presidents with me:  John Hawley and Moumin Quazi, 
whose visions and experience I admired and who gave great advice. In my time as President, we had a 
chance to bring SALA into the next generation, and we took it. I am so proud of everyone with whom 
I’ve worked, everyone whom I’ve tried to serve. What continues to impress me most is that no matter 
our ranks in SALA or in academia, we still come together as equals. As I said last year, and as I still 
maintain, there are no VIPs (unless you count all of us). If we keep that attitude, we will do well. We 
have been through, and continue to go through, a great deal together, and we welcome those who are 
about to join us.

  This year, our keynote speaker, and recipient of SALA’s Award for Distinguished Achievement in 
Scholarship to the field of South Asian Studies, will be Thenmozhi Soundararajan, a Dalit civil rights 
scholar-activist-artist, who has worked relentlessly to redress and make visible the persistence of caste 
and gender violence both in India and the US. She is the founder and Executive Director of Equali-
ty Labs, “an Ambedkarite South Asian power-building organization that uses community research, 
political base-building, culture-shifting art, advocacy, and digital security to end caste apartheid, 
gender-based violence, Islamophobia, and religious intolerance.” Our conference co-chairs not only 
secured her as keynote speaker, but they provided compelling reasons to nominate her as our Distin-
guished Scholar. And these co-chairs, who have worked so diligently and harmoniously, are part of 
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the next generation of SALA.

  SALA was represented well at the MLA Convention in January 2024 in Philadelphia, with its Presi-
dential Theme Joy and Sorrow, in Philadelphia, where Nalini Iyer led Race and Caste in South Asian 
Diasporic Writing, a collaborative panel along with MLA’s South Asian and South Asian Diasporic 
Forum, and where John Hawley led the SALA-MLA guaranteed panel Beyond Diaspora and Division 
in South Asia. We look forward to other SALA-MLA sessions in 2025: Umme Al-Wazedi will lead A 
Path Forward: New Identity and Belonging in Bangladeshi Diasporic Literature, the collaborative 
panel along with MLA’s South Asian and South Asian Diasporic Forum; and Nalini Iyer will lead Re-
sisting In(visibility): Violence, Trauma, and the Representation of Marginalized Voices as the guar-
anteed SALA panel at MLA.

  We have also strengthened our connection with CEA, with which, as with MLA, we are an allied 
organization. At their March 2024 conference in Atlanta, Ani Mukhopadhyay and Moumin Quazi co-
chaired the SALA-sponsored panel Transformational Professionalization: Strategies for Avoiding 
the Pitfalls in the Academy, and SALA members’ participation was evident in panels on multicultural 
and world literature, African American studies, and global studies. We look forward to even closer 
involvement with CEA at their 2025 conference in Philadelphia.

  A 501c3 non-profit organization, SALA continues to be fiscally sound. Always keeping SALA’s fiscal 
wellbeing as first priority, Treasurer Moumin Quazi has stayed the course and continued to wisely 
and insightfully manage our accounts: having last year moved funds into a savings account that yields 
higher interest. Our funds continue to grow safely and prodigiously.

  Finally, at the end of my presidential service, I wish to thank everyone in our organization who has 
continued to work for inclusiveness and who has striven to build solidarity embracing gender, eth-
nicity, nationality, generation, and official rank: this has been our most dramatic change in recent 
years, as we have opened ourselves to that next generation, as well as making it easier for scholars 
around the world to bring in their voices. To that end, some breaking news: I am particularly excited 
about the possibility of a fraternal collaboration with AEEII (Spanish Association of Interdisciplinary 
Studies on India), a group with which SALA has a lot in common, with whom scholars with common 
interests can connect, share news and CFPs, submit papers to each other’s journals, and more. It will 
be interesting to see where this goes.

  As the Past President presumptive, I am looking forward to a glorious new phase of heartily support-
ing our soon-to-be elected President, as well as the newly elected Vice President and Secretary, our 
continuing Treasurer, and everyone else. Am I sad to go? Absolutely. It was fun being President, espe-
cially in the past two years. But it will also be fun to share my perceptions with the new President, as 
well as to do past-presidential things like supporting our electoral process. And embarking on a career 
as SALA social butterfly, I look forward to January in New Orleans. But right now, I look forward to 
spending time with all of you here. My final presidential mandate: have a splendid conference!

~~~Cynthia Leenerts
President, SALA
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CANDIDATE INFORMATION

PRESIDENT: MARYSE JAYASURIYA

BIOGRAPHY

Dr. Jayasuriya is a professor of English at Saint Louis University (SLU), and before coming to SLU, 
she was a faculty member for 18 years at the University of Texas at El Paso (UTEP). For eight years 
she served as an Associate Dean for the College of Liberal Arts at UTEP. Her primary area of research 
is Postcolonial Literature and Theory. Her research interests include South Asian and nineteenth 
and twentieth-century British literature. She is the author of Terror and Reconciliation: Sri Lankan 
Anglophone Literature, 1983-2009 (Lexington, 2012) and the editor of The Immigrant Experience: 
Critical Insights (Salem Press, 2018), and she has also guest-edited (with Aparna Halpé) a Special 
Issue of South Asian Review (33.3) on Sri Lankan Anglophone Literature.
 
She has published more than 20 articles and reviews in such journals as South Asian Review, Jour-
neys, Margins, Indialogs, The Journal of Postcolonial Cultures and Societies, and Asiatic, and such 
edited collections as South Asia and its Others: Reading the ‘Exotic;’ Postcolonial Urban Outcasts: 
City Margins in South Asian Literature; Critical Approaches to Literature: Multicultural; Teaching 
South Asian Anglophone Diasporic Literature; Narratives of Trauma in South Asian Literature; 
Transcultural Humanities in South Asia: Critical Essays on Literature and Culture; and Teaching 
Anglophone South Asian Women Writers. She has served in the past as chair of the Standing Com-
mittee on Associate and Assistant Deans for the Council of Colleges of Arts and Sciences; as a member 
of the Board of Directors for Humanities Texas, serving on the Grants Review Committee and the 
Education Committee; and as a member of the Delegate Assembly and the Delegate Assembly Orga-
nizing Committee of the Modern Language Association. She teaches classes in postcolonial studies, 
world literature, and nineteenth and twentieth-century British literature. 
She has been a SALA member since 2004, and she is now a life member of SALA. She served in the 
past as the editor of the South Asian Literary Association (SALA) Newsletter and an Executive Com-
mittee Member of SALA, and she is currently associate editor of South Asian Review, which also 
entails serving on SALA’s Executive Committee. 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

I have been a member of SALA since graduate school, eventually becoming a Life Member. I have 
always appreciated the role that SALA has played in the field of South Asian Literature. I served as the 
editor of the SALA Newsletter for a few years as an assistant professor and was therefore also part of 
the Executive Committee. I have attended and presented at SALA conferences regularly. I am cur-
rently an associate editor of the South Asian Review, the journal of the organization. I am inspired by 
the colleagues who have served as Officers and given of their time and energy for the well-being of the 
organization. I have extensive administrative experience, having worked as Associate Chair and as As-
sociate Dean at my previous institution. I have also served on the Delegate Assembly and the Delegate 
Assembly Organizing Committee of the Modern Language Association; as Chair of the Standing Com-
mittee on Associate/Assistant Deans of the Council of Colleges of Arts and Sciences; and as a Board 
Member of Humanities Texas. I believe in the value of consultation and collaboration. If elected 
President, I will serve the organization to the best of my ability, focusing on continuing to grow SALA 
and figuring out with the members of the Executive Committee how to make the organization even 
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stronger and more diverse. At a time when budgetary concerns and travel restrictions make it difficult 
for members in and outside the United States to participate in in-person conferences, I will consider 
all opportunities and options for members to interact with one another, share research, and support 
each other’s intellectual and professional goals and aspirations. A challenge that we currently face is 
growing our membership after the disruptions caused by the pandemic and determining how best to 
engage with MLA and other professional organizations. I would like to see us continue to expand the 
scope of our engagement across national literatures in the South Asian region. 

***

VICE-PRESIDENT: ANI MUKHOPADHYAY

BIOGRAPHY

Associate Professor of English at Texas A&M University-Kingsville. He has been published in South 
Asia: Journal of South Asian Studies the Langdon Review of the Arts in Texas, and the collection 
Teaching Anglophone South Asian Diasporic Literature (MLA 2024) edited by Nalini Iyer and Pal-
lavi Rastogi. He served as President of the Conference of College Teachers of English (Texas) through 
2023-24 and is currently the Executive Secretary/Treasurer of the organization. He also serves on the 
Board of Directors of the College English Association. He has served on the Executive Committee and 
has been the long-time Web Manager of the South Asian Literary Association.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

Since attending my first SALA conference in 2006, I have served on our organization’s Executive 
Committee for the 2013-15 term. I have also served as SALA’s Web Manager since October 2015. 
Additionally, I worked with Drs. Moumin Quazi and Pennie Ticen to organize the Annual Conference 
held in Seattle, WA, in 2020. Because of my long association with the organization and my service for 
over a decade, I can confidently state that I am ready to successfully fulfill the duties and responsibili-
ties of the Vice President for the 2024-26 term. 

Since its web presence is a crucial component of SALA, particularly as we have transitioned to several 
virtual conferences after the Covid-19 pandemic, I am deeply involved in the running of the annu-
al conference. From advertising the CFP, setting up the proposal submission forms, managing the 
Executive Committee and general membership listservs, to overseeing the online payments for mem-
bership and registration, I assist in every step of the successful organization of our conference. As a 
result, I have always maintained a cordial working relationship with the Executive Officers and gained 
a thorough understanding of their responsibilities. Over the years, I have worked with several presi-
dents of SALA assisting them in their decision-making process. Because of my role as Web Manager, 
I worked closely with the President and other Executive Officers from 2020-22 to ensure that SALA 
successfully weathered the uncertainties caused by the pandemic. I was also involved, as a member 
of the Executive Committee, in the discussion and adoption of the Code of Conduct, which guides the 
Vice President in handling formal complaints. Finally, I already help the conference co-chairs finalize 
the conference program before I post it on the website.

In conclusion, I am fully aware of the duties of the Vice President and am ready to take on the respon-
sibilities of the position. I would be honored to continue to serve SALA fulfill its mission: “to generate 
and foster scholarly interest in South Asian languages and literatures” and “to promote and dissemi-
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nate the scholarly activities of its members through its publications and its annual conference.”

***

SECRETARY: MEGHAN GORMAN-DARIF

BIOGRAPHY

Meghan Gorman-DaRif is an Assistant Professor of English and Comparative Literature at San José 
State University in California. Her research centers on Anglophone novels from India and across 
Africa, focusing on contemporary forms of realist and historical fiction as well as the Indian Ocean as 
a framework for literature. She has published articles in the South Asian Review on the contemporary 
Naxal novel in India, and Interventions: International Journal of Postcolonial Studies on the Mau 
Mau Uprising in Kenya, and has written several chapters for edited collections including for the forth-
coming Oxford Handbook of Global Realisms. 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

I have very much enjoyed the opportunity to serve SALA throughout the years, starting as the gradu-
ate representative on the Executive Committee, and then as editor of salaam in 2020, and as Secretary 
starting in 2022. SALA is an organization that is close to my heart, and a place where I have grown up 
as a scholar.  I am proud of the organization and its tireless efforts to maintain an engaged, accessible, 
and diverse intellectual community. It would be my pleasure to continue to serve as Secretary for the 
next term. 

***

THERE ARE TWO OPEN POSITIONS ON THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, AND FIVE 
CANDIDATES (Priya Jha, Fawzia Afzal-Khan, Ruma Sinha, Billie Guarino, and Arnab Dutta Roy).  
PLEASE VOTE FOR TWO. 

IN THIS ELECTION FOR A 2024-26 TERM, BECAUSE THE CONSTITUENCIES
(GRADUATE STUDENT, NON-US, SOUTH-ASIA BASED, AND AT-LARGE) ARE
REPRESENTED BY THOSE WHOSE TERMS WILL EXPIRE IN 2025, THE
CONSTITUENCIES OF THE 2024-26 CANDIDATES DO NOT MATTER: ALL ARE
ELIGIBLE, IN NO SPECIAL CONSTITUENCY.

***

PRIYA JHA

BIOGRAPHY

Priya Jha is Professor of Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies with affiliations in English; Race & 
Ethnic Studies; Media and Visual Culture Studies at the University of Redlands. Her work straddles 
multiple critical perspectives and that impulse is reflected in her teaching, writing, and service. She 
has published in representations of gender and nationalism in South Asia through film, popular cul-
ture, and literature; African-American and South Asian collaborations; and design studies. One of her 
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primary commitments to service work is the mentoring of younger scholars, from graduate school to 
tenure and this is something she would bring to the organization. Currently, Dr. Jha is working on a 
memoir entitled, Not That Kind of Indian and a monograph on (Post)Colonialism and Design.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

I have been a member of SALA since 1998 and have been fortunate to attend most meetings. I find 
the culture of SALA to be inspiring and colleagues to be full of warmth and knowledge. I always walk 
away excited to incorporate what I’ve learned into my own teaching and research. I am also one of the 
co-organizers of the 2017 Annual Meeting of SALA in Philadelphia. Additionally, I was a co-organizer 
for SALA annual meeting in 2022 and secured the keynote speaker, Rajinder Dudrah. Working with 
all my colleagues at SALA has been a highlight of my professional life and I continue to be proud of 
the work we did. This is an organization that is my home and by becoming more deeply involved with 
it – in governance and otherwise – I hope to excite our members, both veterans to graduate students 
and recent members – in the same way that I have been. 

***

FAWZIA AFZAL-KHAN

BIOGRAPHY

Fawzia Afzal-Khan is a schol-art-ivist, engaging her scholarship and performance work in the service 
of social justice ideals. She is Professor of English, a University Distinguished Scholar (2009-10), and 
former Director of the Women and Gender Studies Program at Montclair State University, NJ (2009-
2015) who has been teaching at MSU since 1987. She has held a Visiting Professorship of the Arts at 
NYU in Abu Dhabi 2016- 18, and spent several semesters over the past two decades teaching at insti-
tutions of higher education in her native Pakistan, most recently teaching and designing curricula for 
an undergrad WGS program at Kinnaird College for Women, and FCCU (Forman Christian College 
University) in Lahore, with the help of a Fulbright Visiting Specialist grant (2015-20). She is author of 
six books. Her first monograph, Cultural Imperialism: Genre and Ideology in the Indo-English Novel 
(Penn State Press 1993), was based on her Phd dissertation which she obtained at Tufts University in 
1986. Her second book focused on the Pakistani Alternative Theatre Movement and its close connec-
tion to the Pakistani Women’s Movement, entitled A Critical Stage: The Role of Secular Alternative 
Theatre in Pakistan (Seagull Press, 2005). She is co-editor of The PreOccupation of Postcolonial 
Studies (Duke University Press, 2000), and Editor of Shattering the Stereotypes: Muslim Women 
Speak Out (Interlink Books 2005). Her memoir, Lahore with Love: Growing Up With Girlfriends Pa-
kistani Style (the subject of several theses)-was published by Syracuse University Press in 2010, and 
her one of her latest books was a study of Pakistani history as understood through the lives and con-
tributions of its women singers, entitled Siren Song: Understanding Pakistan Through its Women 
Singers (OUP: 2020). Fellowships awarded include, most recently, the Fulbright-Hays Visiting Spe-
cialist award (2015-20), and the National Endowment for the Humanities Bridging Cultures Through 
Film award (2011). She has also held a W.E.B Dubois Fellowship at Harvard University, and been a 
Rotary International and AIPS (American Institute of Pakistan Studies) Fellow, and won an NJCH 
(NJ Council of the Humanities) grant for a symposium on Women’s Cross-Cultural Prison Memoirs. 
She was also Writer-in-Residence at Chateau de Lavigny in Switzerland 2005 which enabled her to 
complete her memoir. Afzal-Khan is a trained vocalist in North Indian Classical music, a published 
playwright, actor and poet, whose scholarly, journalistic and creative writing focuses on issues of gen-
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der and social justice from a postcolonial perspective. She is a regular contributor to Counterpunch.
org, and currently serves on the Editorial and/or Advisory Boards of TDR (The Drama Review) and 
Arab Stages, and has served in the past on the boards of SAR (South Asian Review), Transforma-
tions, and International Solidarity (Journal of Pakistani English Literature). She is a member of 
the NY chapter of NOW (National Organization of Women), the Modern Language Association and 
NWSA, where she is founding chair of the South Asian Feminist Caucus, as well as IFTR (Internation-
al Federation of Theatre Research) where she has belonged to the Feminist Research Working Group 
for over 20 years. She maintains a blog called www.travelingfeminista.com and her website can be 
accessed at www.fawziaafzalkhan.com.

Her latest book is an e-reader compilation of her travel writings published by the Little Book Compa-
ny of Pakistan; it is called Traveling Feminista: a Muslim Woman’s Travels Through the World.

Her current research focuses on Queer Performativities in Pakistan, and she has recently completed a 
full-length play (co written with Shahid Nadeem of Ajoka Theatre), on the post World War 1 years of 
TE Lawrence’s life in India/Pakistan/Afghanistan region. The play, entitled Lawrence in Lahore: the 
Lost Years, will be performed for the first time in Lahore as a staged reading on April 17th 2024, at 
the famed Jinnah Hall of the Quaid e Azam Library (formerly known as Lawrence Hall). 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

I am a veteran scholar in the field of South Asian Literary, Performance and Cultural Studies, with 
a focus on Pakistan, and have had the honor of serving on the Executive Committee of SALA for the 
past 2 years. I brought several new members into SALA last year, some of whom organized a session 
at the previous conference, and I am going to continue to encourage colleagues I know through vari-
ous organizations I am active in who are working on South Asia, to join as well. Further, I am commit-
ted to helping us figure out regional chapter formation in different countries of South Asia, especially 
Pakistan where I know many budding young scholars and teachers whose membership would be of 
mutual benefit. I am also keen on working with our Executive Committee to develop a mentoring net-
work/program to benefit newcomers in our respective fields within the broader rubric of South Asian 
Studies inclusive of, but not limited to, Literature. 

In other words, if re-elected, I would like to help in collective efforts to maintain the health and pro-
fessionalism of SALA, and aid in its further growth keeping up with latest trends in South Asian Stud-
ies.

***

RUMA SINHA

BIOGRAPHY

Ruma Sinha teaches at Rider University. Her research and publications engage with the literature of 
South Asia and the diaspora, especially as they challenge the social and political positioning of Dalit 
women and the often homogenizing narratives of mainstream postcolonial and feminist interven-
tions. Her articles have appeared in the edited volume, Graphic Narratives about South Asia and 
South Asian America: Aesthetics and Politics and in journals such as South Asia Review and The 
Global South. She is currently co-editing the volume The MeToo Hashtag and The Movement: Vic-

http://www.travelingfeminista.com
http://www.fawziaafzalkhan.com
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tim-Survivorhood, Agency, Sexual Violence in South Asia. 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

I would like to apply for the position of SALA’s Executive Committee. I am a co-organizer and co-chair 
of the 2024 annual SALA conference, “Ethics of Representation, Forms of Resistance, and Narratives 
of Discomfort.” I have been actively engaged in the process of writing the CFP, soliciting abstracts, or-
ganizing panels, and inviting the Dalit activist-artist Thenmozhi Soundararajan as our keynote speak-
er in collaboration with my co-chairs, Dr. Billie Thoidingjam Guarino and Dr. Nidhi Shrivastava. This 
experience has given me a deeper insight into the dynamics of the SALA’s executive committee and 
the support and camaraderie of each of the committee members. I aim to provide the same support 
and service to perform the necessary duties that my position entails.

SALA has been instrumental in the evolution of my academic journey on a global platform. I have 
been a member of SALA since 2014, when I first attended the SALA conference and presented a pa-
per on the graphic novel Bhimayana, depicting the life of the Dalit leader Dr. B. R. Ambedkar. Over 
the past decade, I have presented papers at several SALA conferences and have received excellent 
feedback on my presentations. Two of my presentations were further developed into full-length arti-
cles and have been published in the South Asian Review. More recently, a panel I co-organized titled 
“Resisting In(visibility): Violence, Trauma, and the Representation of Marginalized Voices” has been 
selected by the executive committee as a guaranteed panel for MLA 2025, where I will be presenting 
on “Caste In(visibility), Intertextuality, and Intergenerational Trauma in the Autobiographical Works 
of Thenmozhi Soundararajan and Tarana Burke.”

The excellent mentorship of SALA members has shaped my journey as a doctoral student and now a 
faculty member, and I would like to provide my service and knowledge to further the goal of the orga-
nization for the larger community of SALA members. I look forward to the opportunity to serve as a 
member of SALA’s Executive Committee. 

***

BILLIE GUARINO

BIOGRAPHY

Billie Thoidingjam Guarino teaches at Saint Anselm College. She previously worked as an Assistant 
Professor at JMI, Delhi, and the University of Delhi, India. She researched women’s resistance move-
ments in India and Myanmar for her doctoral thesis. She is co-editing Literary Reimaginings of the 
#MeToo in South Asia and the Diaspora (with Dr. Nidhi Srivastava and Dr. Ruma Sinha), which is 
under contract with Lexington Books. She is currently working on her book on insurgency, gendered 
violence, and social movements in northeastern India. Her research examines inclusive pedagogy 
vis-à-vis minority literature(s), feminist security studies, migration, conflict & insurgency in South & 
Southeast Asia.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

I wish to present my candidacy for the Executive Committee of the South Asian Literary Association. 
My association with SALA is fairly recent and I believe, I have found a community where I can make a 
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meaningful contribution. 

I trust in the transformative power of literature in voicing and amplifying voices that have been si-
lenced or rendered invisible. Personally, SALA created a safe space for me where I received support, 
guidance, and motivation to grow as I re-enter academia after a hiatus. I wish to contribute to the 
association and help foster a vibrant literary environment to support other scholars and academics in 
the US and South Asia. 

I will be co-chairing the SALA 2024 virtual conference “Ethics of Representation, Forms of Resis-
tance, and Narratives of Discomfort” on April 6-7, 2024, with my good friends Dr Ruma Sinha and 
Dr Nidhi Shrivastava. We have also organized the SALA guaranteed panel, “Resisting In(Visibility): 
Violence, Trauma, And The Representation Of Marginalized Voices” for the MLA 2025. 

If entrusted with the responsibility of serving on the Executive Committee, I will abide by the Consti-
tution and Objectives of SALA, uphold the fundamental principles of inclusivity, and diversity, as well 
as foster scholarly interest in the languages and literatures of South Asia and its diaspora. 

As someone active on social media, I would also be interested in contributing to the SALA social 
media team, especially Instagram and X, to create more visibility for our association and extend our 
reach, especially to other minority and marginalized scholars. 

I look forward to working with the EC and other members of SALA and request your support and 
confidence in my candidacy.

***

ARNAB DUTTA ROY

BIOGRAPHY

Arnab Dutta Roy is Assistant Professor of English, Department of Language and Literature, Florida 
Gulf Coast University. 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
 

My name is Arnab Dutta Roy, and I am an Assistant Professor of English at Florida Gulf Coast Univer-
sity. My research is located at the intersection of postcolonialism, human rights theory, and modern 
South Asian literature, and has appeared or is forthcoming in journals including the Journal of Glob-
al Postcolonial Studies, South Asian Review, Genre, American Book Review, Literary Universals 
Project, Comparatist, Humanities, and the APA Studies on Asian and Asian American Philosophers 
and Philosophies. My forthcoming books include two co-edited volumes, The Postcolonial Bildungs-
roman: Narratives of Youth, Representational Politics and Aesthetic Reinventions (Forthcoming 
with University of Alberta Press), The Postcolonial Bildungsroman and the Character of Place 
(Forthcoming with University of Nebraska Press, Frontiers of Narrative series), and a coedited journal 
special issue, Constructing the Other: Narrative Empathy and the Ethics of Border-Crossing in World 
Literature (Forthcoming with Journal of World Literature | Extended Edition forthcoming with 
Brill). I am currently also working on a monograph tentatively titled Universalisms in South Asian 
Literature that draws on interdisciplinary work in postcolonial theory and human rights to analyze 
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literary responses to colonialism from South Asia.
 
Professionally, I have been a committed SALA member since my early days as a graduate student. 
South Asian Review published my first peer article in 2015 thus launching my career as a published 
writer. Moreover, attending the SALA conference multiple times over the last decade both in-person 
and virtually has significantly contributed to my growth and maturity as a scholar of South Asian 
studies. Over the years, I have remained a regular peer-reviewer for South Asian Review and have had 
the good fortunes to be selected as a co-organizer of the SALA conference in 2025. If elected as an 
executive board member I will strive to preserves SALA’s rich tradition of academic excellence and of 
fostering an inclusive global community of scholars, researchers, activists, educators, and students. 
More specifically, I hope to contribute to the recruitment of more members to the SALA community, 
especially emerging/junior faculties, researchers, and educators of South Asian studies from the US 
and globally. I also strive to the strengthening and expanding of the interdisciplinary ties of SALA 
with other related academic fields including Postcolonial Studies, Critical Race Theory, Queer Studies, 
Eco-Criticisms, and Asian-American Studies. 
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Member News

Sohrab Fracis sends the following updates: 

In February, my craft lecture at Bethune-Cookman University’s annual Zora Neale Hurston Con-
ference (this year’s fun theme/title was Hip Hop Hurston) addressed the element of Voice in fiction 
as having as much to do with the narrative perspective as with how it sounds. The virtual event was 
graciously moderated by SALA’s Dr. Atreyee Gohain, who later sent me this link to the video: 
https://cookman-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/jfFTrBr_y2wTgPeusk0FCS5abFz_vvmqdtvggMx-
nA3mqdrPWZR33g08bUpqO484U.lEGgMs4yTzI6OJ2H

Also in February, Atticus Review’s book review of True Fiction, “Fiction’s Truth,” asked: “What makes 
a story true? Must it reflect physical or psychological realities, or can stories defy normative expecta-
tions and still remain true? Sohrab Homi Fracis’s latest collection of short stories, True Fiction, win-
ner of the 2023 International Book Award in the category of short fiction, takes an unflinching look at 
these questions and, providing no specific answer, makes us wonder, along with Pervez, a recurring 
character, “what the future might hold” for fiction.” Here’s a link to the full review by novelist D. E. 
Lee: Fiction’s Truth - Atticus Review

Earlier in September, Jacksonville Public Library’s popular LIT CHAT event series featured me in 
conversation with poet Michelle Lizet Flores about the importance of writing community, about my 
writing practice, and about the origins of my stories in True Fiction. Here’s a link to the recent video 
release of the in-person event: Lit Chat with Local Author Sohrab Homi Fracis 

Clara Joseph published a monograph, India’s Nonviolent Freedom Struggle: The Thomas Chris-
tians (1599-1799) and a collection of poems, M/OTHER.

Pennie Ticen had three encyclopedia entries published in The Routledge Encyclopedia of Indian 
Writing in English, Routledge, 2024 (edited by Manju Jaidka and Tej N. Dhar): Imaginary Homelands: 
Essays and Criticism 1981-1991 by Salman Rushdie; Rushdie, Salman; and Veiled Suite: The Collected 
Poems, The, by Agha Shahid Ali.
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https://cookman-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/jfFTrBr_y2wTgPeusk0FCS5abFz_vvmqdtvggMxnA3mqdrPWZR33g08bUpqO484U.lEGgMs4yTzI6OJ2H
https://cookman-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/jfFTrBr_y2wTgPeusk0FCS5abFz_vvmqdtvggMxnA3mqdrPWZR33g08bUpqO484U.lEGgMs4yTzI6OJ2H
https://atticusreview.org/fictions-truth/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v2wmD7UIeyY
https://www.routledge.com/Indias-Nonviolent-Freedom-Struggle-The-Thomas-Christians-1599-1799/Joseph/p/book/9781032538686
https://www.routledge.com/Indias-Nonviolent-Freedom-Struggle-The-Thomas-Christians-1599-1799/Joseph/p/book/9781032538686
https://wipfandstock.com/9798385206889/mother/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CM%2FOTHER%20displays%20remarkable%20scope,corners%20of%20image%20and%20syntax.


Page 36

Eulogy for Professor Kamal Verma

March 9, 2024 , Washington DC

Delivered by Richard Verma

 
How does one honor nearly 92 years on this planet, and do it in my allotted six minutes, and cover 
everything I’ve been thinking and feeling over these past few days?  It’s nearly an impossible task, but 
my dad wanted me to be a good and focused writer – and speaker – we started early, oh around the 
3rd grade….and he didn’t let up.  So, dad, here goes – let’s do this together. 

When I think of why my dad was such a special person – it is all those traits you have heard here al-
ready today: so kind, giving, caring, selfless, looking out for others, and yes, so smart.  A special com-
bination for sure.  And, could he be the tough and scary parent? You bet.  Just ask Roma or Rita after 
they skipped school or worse….or when he saw some of my freshman grades in college….or when he 
just walked across the kitchen floor, and the five kids were in the basement watching tv – the sound 
of those dress shoes on the floor made us scatter like flies.  He had a great commanding presence, in 
addition to that gentile nature. 

But when I think about what made my dad so special and so unique – it was the unbelievably import-
ant, difficult and impactful journeys that he took.  Let me mention three. 

There was the long and challenging physical journey that took him from a small village in Punjab, 
to across the ocean, landing in New York City in 1963, as he reminded us so many times with only 
“$14 dollars and a bus ticket in my pocket.”  And, then off to the University of Northern Iowa, then to 
Saskatchewan, to Edmonton, Alberta, and then with five kids in the wood paneled station wagon….to 
Johnstown, Pennsylvania in 1971….where a new home was established, a new community was em-
braced, and a new country welcomed my dad, my mom and all of us.  What an uncertain, yet incred-
ibly fulfilling journey across the world – and he saw it through, from start to finish.  And he took that 
journey for his family, not for himself. 

There was the journey for knowledge and learning; and that journey continued to the very last day.  
My dad’s brothers and sister are here.  They grew up in a small village in Northern India.  The thought 
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that my dad would end up with multiple academic degrees, three published books, and thousands 
of students – that was never supposed to happen….but this young man was gifted by God a special 
talent -- a curiosity, a passion for learning, a need to explore the nuances of both mathematics and 
English literature – how does someone excel in both subjects?  He was always a few steps ahead of 
us….a deeper thinker….with a richer understanding of ideas and principles that mattered.  These are 
the lessons he tried to impart upon us, but we were not the best of students, I think.  And these were 
the lessons he imparted upon his actual students in his classroom for decades, and they truly excelled.  
His love of learning was only matched by his love of teaching – this particular journey was about giv-
ing back to others.  And he made such a difference to so many.   

And, finally, there was the journey for justice and social inclusion.  Yes, there was something that 
impacted him deeply about growing up in a colonized and caste-divided land, living through a difficult 
period of partition, and then of Indian independence.  It so shaped his writings, whom he studied, and 
what he advocated for.  Two of his books were exclusively focused on colonial and post-colonial ideas 
among South Asian writers and philosophers.  He brought his own lived experience, as well as his 
deep intellect, to the effort.  When I look back on this person – my dad who lived in this small town 
and was from a village – I realize now, he had such stature, such standing, and such impact on the 
field of study and in driving for greater social inclusion and justice for the marginalized.  I had no idea 
this very special person was living right there among all of us as our dad – only later in life did I fully 
appreciate this aspect of his journey. 

And, I should have seen it earlier, because it also manifested itself in him helping others, new immi-
grants, new students, new faculty – making them feel included, making sure they didn’t face unfair-
ness or injustice.  And he did so with his signature low key, this isn’t about me approach – just reach a 
hand out, and see if someone needed assistance, a calming word, a bit of guidance.  That’s why any-
one of South Asian descent travelling across or near our home in Pennsylvania ended up in our living 
room.  They were so welcomed and supported.  It’s why he was always so quick to remind all of us that 
indeed “we were all from the same place” – whether a taxi driver in New York City or a Prime Minis-
ter – yes, it was about geography, but more importantly, he wanted to be sure we knew that we all hail 
from a place that requires the same degree of respect, dignity and equity.  Dad, thank you so much for 
standing up for what was right, and difficult, over and over again.  This may have been his most im-
portant journey. 

And, I will end on this – all of these journeys required some risk taking, creativity, but above all they 
required bravery and courage.  And this may not have been so evident for a man who was often so soft 
spoken.  But Kamal Verma was a brave person, with a spine of steel.  He could not be knocked down 
for long. 

And, oh my, did he and my mom make for the most perfect pair ever – so kind, so decent, and yes, so 
strong inside and out.  We are so saddened they are no longer here with us, but they are now off to a 
better place, a place of peace, and together with my brother Rajiv. 

The world will not be the same without my dear father, but it is a world that is a much better place be-
cause of him, and he’s given us every tool and every good memory to carry on the pathway he traveled. 

In closing, it seems only fitting to quote one his favorite poets, Robert Frost:

I shall be telling with a sigh
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Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.

Dad, it did make all the difference.  Thank you so much.  We love you and miss you dearly. 
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CALL FOR BOOK MANUSCRIPTS

South Asian Literature, Arts, and Culture Studies
(Peter Lang International Academic Publishers)

Series Editor: Moumin Quazi

The South Asian Literature, Arts, and Culture Studies series invites submissions from scholars working 
in the field of South Asian Studies, with a particular interest in literature, the arts (print and film), 
politics, religion, and society. South Asian Studies especially focuses on the Indian subcontinent, 
particularly India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Burma, and the diaspora of Non-Resident 
South Asians throughout the world. 

The series welcomes a variety of approaches and theories that interrogate and explore aspects and 
elements of South Asian thought, life, and artistic production. The series does not only focus on 
contemporary, but also in special cases, on the ancient or classical studies.

This series welcomes a variety of analytical approaches and theories, especially postcolonial, feminist, 
post-structural, new historical, psychological, Marxist, and structuralist. Scholars working in related 
fields, such as philosophy, hermeneutics, and social theory, with a major interest in how these disciplines 
relate to South Asian Studies, are also invited to contribute manuscripts.

Fill out the query page at https://www.peterlang.com/page/enquiries/submit-your-
proposal.

SOUTH ASIAN LITERARY ASSOCIATION An Allied Organization of the 
Modern Language Association www.southasianliteraryassociation.org 

SALA promotes knowledge of, and scholarly interest in, the languages, cultures, and literatures of South Asia and 
the South Asian diaspora. Membership in SALA is open to all individuals and libraries/institutions/organizations 
interested in South Asian literature, culture, languages, and philosophy, and also in comparative studies. 

SALA hosts one guaranteed session, one possible nonguaranteed session, and one possible collaborative session 
at the Modern Language Association’s annual convention and, in addition, hosts an independent annual 
conference during the same week as the MLA Convention, usually 2-3 days before or afterward. 

SALA publishes salaam: the newsletter of the south asian literary association. It carries announcements of its 
MLA sessions, scholarly activities and accomplishments of its members, new titles in the field, and other valuable 
information for those interested in South Asian literatures. 

SALA publishes a refereed journal, the South Asian Review (SAR), a representative scholarly forum for the 
examination of South Asian languages and literatures in a broad cultural context. The journal invites healthy and 
constructive dialogue on issues pertaining to South Asian literatures, arts, and cultures. 

SALA supports graduate students through professionalization panels, mentoring, publishing opportunities, 
awards, and presentation opportunities. 

SAR addresses a diverse audience of various disciplines, welcomes critical and analytical essays on any aspect or 
period of South Asian literature (ancient, pre-colonial, colonial, and postcolonial). SAR is open to all critical and 
theoretical approaches. 

https://www.peterlang.com/page/enquiries/submit-your-
proposal.

https://www.peterlang.com/page/enquiries/submit-your-
proposal.

http://www.southasianliteraryassociation.org/

